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A CURE FOR THE 
INCURABLE 


By Rev. Bob Shuler, D.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
Pastor, Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles 


(From book, WHAT NEW DOCTRINE IS THIS? Published at $1.50 by 

Abingdon-CGokesbury Press. Copyright by Stone & Pierce. Used by permission.) 

“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 

commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them.”—Rom. 1:32. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 

is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believ- 


eth.”’—Rom. 1:16 


Those who are sent of God to - 


preach must learn again to preach 
what God enjoins and not what 
have _ selected. 
Some messages must be delivered 
because they must be delivered. 
They are imperative. God demands 
that the word be spoken. The 


prophets spoke thus. Christ Him- | 


self uttered words that seared and 
hurt. He did not want to wound 
men: But the sword of the Spirit is 
a sword, and not a pillow. Am- 
bassadors from Heaven .are often 
under divine compulsion. Peter 
came down from the Upper Room 
after Pentecost to accuse men of 
murder. He had his orders from 
the same source from which had 
come his power. 


Paul is thus writing in the first 
chapter of Romans. It is a terrible 
chapter. I have never dared 
read it completely through before 
a congregation. It deals with ter- 
rible truth. It announces terrible 
penalty. It pictures 


stating that there is a way to pre- 
vent it and also a process by 
which it may be cured. The pre- 
vention is the gospel of salvation. 
The cure is also the gospel of sal- 
vation. “I am not ashamed to tell 
you, before I begin this awful re- 
cital,” says Paul, “that the gos- 
'pel of Christ is the power of God 
‘unto salvation, and this apostasy 
need not be at all; but if the. 
church does become apostate, this 
same glorious salvation which I 
preach is a certain cure.” 

Paul is not dealing in this can- 
did recital with tenderloin dis- 


(Continued on page 3) 


a horrible| | 


condition. Some commentators say| 


that it was written to take care| 


of a local and temporary condi- 
tion and has no general application. 
I believe that Paul was telling the 
tragic story of apostasy in his day 
and in every other day. When the 


church becomes apostate, condi- | : 
tions just as horrifying will al-| =~ 
ways result. Apostasy begins in|# 


the church, but it spreads like con- 
tagion to the world outside, and 
its putrid results are in evidence 
everywhere. 

Paul is loathe to portray the 
evils that go with and follow the 
apostasy of believers without first 
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—Psa. 39:7. 


in view of our past life, in view of 
the present, and in view of all 
that the future may have for us, 
I want each man and woman to 
ask this question, “What wait I 
for?” Let each one gather up that 
question in his or her life. Here 
is life offered, here is Heaven of- 
fered. Now, taking the whole situ- 
ation in, let each man ask him- 
self, “What wait I for?” It is not 
what your city waits for, it is 
not what your clique, or’ clan, 
waits for, it is not what your fami- 


ly is waiting for, it is, “What 
wait I for?” 
Some Men Say They~ Are 


Waiting For Time To Consider 


“What wait I for? My hope is 
in thee.” That man, attentive and 
thoughtful, when* we press this 
question upon him, and ask him 
what he is waiting for, says, “I 
am waiting for time to consider 
this question. This is a moment- 
ous question, one for time and 
eternity, and I do not want to be 
hurried mto a thing of so much 
importance. I want time to con- 
sider this. An intelligent action is 
based upon wise, careful, intelli- 
gent thought, and I want time to 
consider this great question. Don’t 
hurry me in this great matter.” 

Listen to me a moment, friends. 
Do you want time to consider 
whether you want to be a good 
man or a bad man, whether you 
had rather .to go to Heaven or 
Hell, whether it is right to do 
right, or do wrong, whether it is 
right to set a good example in 
your home, or whether it is better 
to set a bad example? Do you 
want time to consider questions 
like these? How long ought it to 
take a sensible man to decide the 
question whether he had rather 
go to Heaven or to Hell? Whether 


do right, better to ‘love God and 
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“And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in thee.” 


it is better to do wrong than to|. 


In view of all our surroundings, | 


keep His commandments, or bet- 
ter to do wrong and serve the 
Devil? How .much time does a 
sensible man want on a question 
like this? It seems to me. that 
any man could decide in the 
twinkling of an eye. I have never 
seen a moment in my life when 
if I brought my mind, with all 
its power, to bear upon these 
questions for fifteen seconds, I 
could not decide them. You ask for 
time to consider a question that 
some of you have settled twenty 
years ago. Some of you men set- 
tled it even longer ago than that. 
“It is right to do right, and I 
ought to do it. It is wrong to do 
wrong, and I ought not to do it.” 


Oh, gray-headed fathers out of 
the church! Forty years ago you 
settled the question, that right 
was right and you ought to do 
it, and that wrong was wrong 
and you ought not to do it. And 
yet what are you waiting for? 
You certainly do not want time 
to consider these questions. But 
again you say, “When I make 
up my mind about this, I want 
it done deliberately, carefully, and 
prayerfully. I don’t want any ex- 
citement about it.” 


Have you ever noticed that when 
any worldly influence wants to 
carry its point, there is always 
a great deal of excitement? I can 
take a brass band and get up a big- 
ger stir in town on any Sunday. 
With these few instrments, as men 
blow their breath into them, and 
strike the tinkling cymbals, more 
people are aroused and enthused 
than by any gospel sermon in 
truth and power that can be used. 


What Wait I For’? 


By the late Methodist evangelist Sam Jones, who died in 1906 


And this makes me ashamed of 
myself, or ashamed of my race— 
or both. Enthusiasm! Without 
enthusiasm, man is already half 
dead. And if there is anything that 
ought to arouse excitement and 
enthusiasm, it is the great ques- 
tion of eternity. And the only use 
I have. for enthusiasm, after all, 
is to make me, or to make you, 
do the things that is right for us 
to do. There is many a log adrift, 
floating out on the ocean; but 
when the spring tide, with its 
fearful breezes and its inflowing 
waters, sweeps in and out, there 
is many a log swept out, high 


and dry, that would never come 
out but for those brisk breezes 
and rising tides. And my prayer 
is that God will send us just such 
a heavenward tide, and that it 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Reports FromAmericas Outstanding Soul Winners 


16,000 fill Boston..Garden for revival meeting. This unusual photo 
shows the great Boston Garden indoor arena filled with 16,000 people 


on Monday, January 16, when the 


final meeting of an 18-day revival 


BILLY GRAHAM CAMPAIGN, BOSTON, JANUARY, 1950 


campaign conducted by Dr. Billy Graham was held. Ten thousand 
people were turned away. There were about 3,000 professions of faith, 
a total attendance of 105,000 in all services. 
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By the Editor 


Will you pray for the evange- 
lists who cooperate with THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD? Pray 
that God will endue them with 
mighty power, keep them bold and 
plain ‘in their Bible preaching, sup- 
ply their needs, open the right 
doors, and that this year more 
people may be saved in revival 
campaigns than ever before in 
America. 


Methodist Evangelist G. P. 
Comer in Sheridan Ave. 
Methodist Church, 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Evangelist G. P. Comer of Box 
| 5889. Dallas, Texas, “closed on 
Sunday night, December 11) the 
most gracious revival in Sheridan 


Ave. Methodist Church, that we 


have had in a number of years. 
“The visible results of the meet- 
ing were as follows: thirty-five 
conversions and _ reclamations; 
eight promised to tithe; thirty- 
two persons promised to start 
family altars; eight young people 
pledged themselves to some spe- 


on cial Christian service; 3,529 chap- 


ters were read in the Bible. A « 


number asked to join the Church.” 

The evangelistic committee of 
the Church sent the report with 
an earnest word of commendation 
of Brother Comer. Brother Comer 
has just been in Cedar Key, Flori- 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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What Wait | 
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will sweep you into the kingdom 
of God, saved in spite of yourself; 
for if some of you are ever saved, 
it seems to me that it will be in 
spite of all the resisting you can 
do. 


“T am waiting for time to con- 
sider this question, and as soon 
as I consider it long enough I am 
going to decide.” Let me say to 
you at this point, you have al- 
ready considered it, and al] the 
preachers wait for, and the angels 
of God wait for, is for you to 
act upon the decision. You have 
already -decided that it is right 
to do right, and wrong, and 
the decision does not amount to 
anything until the man says, “I 
will act upon my decision.” 


I might decide to go home, but 
I would die right here unless I 
acted on this decision. And then I 
don’t consider a question decided, 
in any sense, until it is decided in 
the sense, that I act upon the 
decision. I speak it reverently be- 
fore-by brethren of the ministry, 
and my brethren in Christ, God 
Himself cannot help a man to be 
good until the man decides and 
starts out on his decision. My 
theology is this. (and I haven’t 
got much, but thank God, I’ve 
got enough to keep me straight 
if I keep up with it), that God 
Almighty can’t make any man 
good, and the Devil can’t make 
any man bad. God can help men 
to be good and the Devil can help 
men to be bad. If God could ar- 
bitrarily make any man. good, He 
would make all men good, for 
He wishes us all to be good. And 
if the Devil could arbitrarily make 
any one bad, he would make us 
all bad, because he wants us all 
bad. If you want to be good, the 
Lord will help you, and if you 
want to be bad, the Devil will 
help you. God will not help a 
man to be good unless the man de- 
cides to be good. 

Whenever a man chooses to be 
good, God throws thé deciding 
point on the man’s will—‘“whoso- 
ever will’; you choose this day 
and say, “I choose to do good,” 
and then you can command the 
resources of God’s omnipotence 
and love; but until you decide to 
do good, God Himself cannot help 
you to be good. That is common 
sense and theology, and I do be- 
lieve you can mix common sense 
and religion, and when you do 
mix it, it makes a mighty good 
compound. Common sense and re- 
ligiom mixed in equal parts, make 
a man that loves God and hu- 
manity. 


Some Are Waiting To Under- 
stand The — of the 
ible 


But you say to me, “I am not 
waiting for time to consider this. 
I am troubled about the mysteries 
of the Bible. I am waiting until 
I can understand the Bible.” Well, 
brother, I have been a follower of 
Jesus Christ for many years, and 
there are many things I do not 
understand, and I thank God for 
it. If I could understand all of it, 
I would know that some one with 
no more sense than I wrote it. 
But I tell you the hardest, steepest 
part of the Bible is where the Ten 
Commandments are given to man 
and, thank God, both you and I 
can understand them. There is no 
mystery there. Jesus said, “If any 
man will do my will, he shall know 
the doctrine.” You watch the Ten 
Commandments and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you need 
not worry about the mysteries in 
the Bible. 


“I am Waiting,” Some Say, 
“For an Easier Way of 
Salvation” 


But you say again, “I am not 
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troubled about the mysteries of 
the Bible. I'll tell you what I’m 
waiting for. I am waiting for bet- 
ter terms. I tell you the terms and 
conditions of salyation are mighty 
tough, when a man has to give up 
everything.” But I say to you a 
man has to give up mighty little, 
and he gets a great deal in return. 
I am glad the terms are just 
what they are. I am very glad the 
good Lord will never take a man 
into His kingdom until that:.man 
decides to cease to do evil, and 
learns to do well. Suppose the Lord 
had said to me when I was seek- 
ing religion, “You need not give 
up drinking. You can be my child, 
and drink on.” I would be in a 
drunkard’s grave this minute if 
He had said that. I am so glad I 
threw down the cup and said 
to my Lord, “I have drunk my last 
drop.” 


I am so glad that God Almighty 
does not take a man into the 
kingdom until he has given up 
everything that could disgrace him 
in this world, or damn him in 
eternity. I am not going to say 
some things were not hard for me 
to give up. But I will say this 
much. I have heard some people 
talk about sacrifices, but I say, 
“Blessed Saviour! I have never 
made a sacrifice to Thee, and to- 
day I can say it with consciousness 
that there is not a cross for me in 
serving Thee.” I used to sing, 
“Simply to the cross I cling.” 


I have sung that many a time 
and I thank God for the privilege 
of singing it. But now my song all 
the day is, “Safe in the arms of 
Jesus.” 


It is a prostrate and a recum- 
bent and a resting position. Sacri- 
fice! Fourteen years ago I emptied 
a whole lot of dirt out of my 
pockets, and God filled them with 
diamonds. Think of me going 
around saying, “I had to give 
away a whole lot of dirt for 
diamonds.” Isn’t that a nice 
thing to give up? Isn’t that a 
sacrifice to make? I gave up 
dancing, I gave up dram-drink- 
ing, and I gave up profanity. 
I gave up everything that my 
preacher said was wrong. In place 
of that, joy and peace in this 
world and an everlasting home in 
the world to come are mine. Was 
that a sacrifice? Suppose I danced 
drank, and enjoyed the world, and 
as I walked through the lurid 
flames of damnation with some 
poor, lost fellow like myself, I 
would say to him, “I could have 
gone to Heaven, but I would not 
give up dancing. I am in Hell for- 
ever, but I danced with more 
pretty girls, and drank more cham- 
pagne, and had more fun than 
any man you ever saw.” 


“I am waiting for better terms! 
I am waiting until God gets the 
terms down, so I can curse a 
little when I get mad, and drink a 
little when I go fishing or _ at 
Christmastime, or when a_ snake 
bites me; dance a little and in- 
dulge in other worldly pleasures. 
In other words, I want to hold on 
to some of my devilment.” You re- 
mind me of the man in Atlanta 
who came up to me, and said, “Mr. 
Jones; I want you to tell me how 
I can stop drinking. I just drink 
and drink, and I believe I am go- 
ing to.kill myself in this way.” 
I said, “Brother, I know of but 
one way to quit, and that is to 
trust in God, and quit.” He said, 
“Oh, Mr. Jones, I don’t want to 
quit that way. I want to fix my- 
self so I can take two or, three 
drinks of whiskey a day.” 


I like this “no-fence” law they 
have in Georgia Every man has 
to keep up his stock, and every 
farmer turns his stock out at his 
own risk. I like that in physical 


agriculture, but when it comes to 


religion, no “no-fence” law for 
me. I want God Almighty to make 
the kingdom of Heaven with a ten- 
rail fence around it. I want the 
Devil’s folks fenced out. I don’t 
want them. turned loose with us. 
And I say to every man, “If you 
don’t want to get up where you 
can get into the kingdom of God, 
just stay out.’”’ God knows I would 
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not lower the standard one-half 
inch. I have to deny myself and 
struggle to the top of yonder hill, 
but, blessed be God, and when I 
have struggled on and on, and 
have pulled loads that would, at 
times, break me down, and have at 
times fallen down in the shafts, 
panting for breath, with shoulders 
sore, and have told God that I 
could not pull another inch, the 
good Lord has always. been right 
there to pour His grace into my 
soul and the water of life over 
me, ever ready to say, “Get up, 
my child, and cast thy burden 
on me.” God has helped me to 
push up some of the _ steepest 
places, and He is my ever-present 
help in time of trouble. We must 
deny ourselves and take up our 
cross if we would have the re- 
compense of reward. I expect to 
see enough in Heaven the first 
hour I am there to pay for every 
sacrifice and all the suffering I 
have endured. 


Waiting for better terms? For 
churches that will take you in any 
way that is consistent with the at- 
titude of the world? It reminds me 
of the woman praying for a hus- 
band, and an owl hooting in the 
grove near the house, and the wo- 
man, thinking it was the Lord ask- 
ing her “Who?” answered back, 
“Anybody, Lord.” And there are 
many churches standing with their 
arms outstretched, saying, “Give 
us anybody! Give us anybody!” 
Lord help us preachers who claim 
to be religious and to proclaim 
the gospel of religion, to protect 
the kingdom and say, “Unless you 
deny yourself, and take up your 
cross, we cannot take you. We 
will not compromise the religion 
of our Lord and Saviour.” But 
someone says, “God help me... 
God help me, if I am a Baptist, I 
will be the best one I know how to 
be. If I am a Methodist, a Presby- 
terian, an Episcopalian, I will be. 
the best one I know how to be. I 
will be what I profess to be, and 
what my religion demands that 
I should be. I am waiting for bet- 
ter terms! I am waiting until they 
will take a fellow that is about 
half-way ready! That is what I 
am waiting for!” 


“I Wait Because There Are 
Hypocrites in the Church,” 
Say Some 

Another man says to me, “I am 
not waiting for better’ terms. I 
have made the decision, and if I 
start, I want to be a good man. 
I do not want to be a hypocrite 
in the church. I am not waiting for 
time to consider. I am not wait- 
ing for better terms, but I am 
waiting for the church to. get 
right!” My brother, you will be 
in Hell a million years before the 
church will be right. When Jesus 
was on earth, He chose twelve dis- 
ciples for the foundation of our 
church. And of that twelve, one 
denied Him, one doubted Him, and 
one sold Him to His enemies. And 
in apostolic succession, I don’t 
think you will find more than 
three bad ones out of every twelve, 
and I don’t believe, while on this 
earth, that the church of God will 
ever be free from traitors, and 
doubters, and deniers. I suppose it 
will be little consolation to you in 
Hell to know, after many, many 
years, that the church has at 
last gotten right! Waiting for 
the church to get right! You 
say the hypocrites are in your 
way. Do you know a man cannot 
be in your way unless he is ahead 
of you? Whenever that crowd gets 
ahead of me I know I have already 
stopped. 


Brother, what have you and I 
got to do with the church? I used 
to stand on the outside and say, “I 
am as good as this one in the 
church. I am as good as that one.” 
But I tell you I always picked 
out some lame, halting brother, 
who did not amount to much, when 
I made these comparisons. The 


deal about the hypocrites in the 
church. He used to come up to 


Devil used to worry me a great 
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one of the men of God that have 
weathered the storms of life, and 
ask him if he has got anything 
like this old saint of God in the 
world. Since that time the Devil 
has not worried me on that line. 
If there is a disgusting sight in 
this world to me, it is to see a 
man calling himself a gentleman, 
a moral men, out in the world, 
who goes out and drags into the 
road and’ stretches himself out 
by his side and says, “I am going 
to measure this fellow, and show 
you I am longer than he is.” And 
after he has lain down and mea- 
sured himself by the dwarf he 
jumps up and says, “Don’t you 
see I am bigger than this fellow 
in the church?” Why don’t you 
take a first-class Christian and lie 
down by his side and take your 
own measure? I tell you, you 
would look like a rat terrier ly- 
ing by the side of an elephant. The 
fact of the business is, we have 
got some sorry members; but did 
you ever think about it, we got 
them from your side. We have 
never been able to do very much 
with them. But I feel that it is 
largely due to your influence from 
the outside that they have not 
developed into just the members 
of church of God that they should 
have. The reason we have never 
been able to do anything with 
them is because they are so much 
like you. And is it not strange 
that you should put a few of. your 
sort on us, and en make it a 
reason why you will not come 
into the church of God, and live 
right? 

Here you are waiting for the 
church to get right! And I say 
to you, it is largely your fault that 
the church is not already right. 
Here is a father who is a farmer; 
he has four sons. He is going off 
on a journey, and he says, “Bill, 
John, Henry, and Tom, I am. going 
away, and I am going to leave the 
farm and my affairs in your keep- 
ing. I want you to put this field 
in corn, this in cotton, and sow 
this land in wheat.” After leaving 
full directions, the father goes off 
on his journey. A few days after 
he leaves, BiH and Tom say to 
John and Henry, ‘‘Come on, now, 
let’s begin this work father left 
for us to do.” John and Henry 
say, “We don’t think we will begin 
at all, for if we don’t begin, we 
will not be under obligations to 
continue.” the two other boys sow 
their wheat, go on and plant the 
crop as best they can, and about 
the middle of June the grass be- 
gins to get the upper hand of the 
crop. The two idle boys.get up 
on the fence in the shade and say 
to the boys who are hard at 
work, “Look at your crop, boys! 
Seems like the grass is growing 
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faster than anything else. Your 
cotton and corn are full of weeds. 
We would be ashamed to have 
such a crop.” The two working 
boys reply, “John, you and Henry 
know that father told you as 


well as us to work in this crop. 


We have done the best we could, 
and yet we could not do your part 
and our own part too. You boys 
get off the fence and help us to 
get rid of the grass instead of 
sitting there criticising us.” 

Now, old fellow, you get down 
off the fence and come into God’s 
vineyard and go to work with us 
for Him. He told you to work in 
His vineyard just as He told me, 
and He has a work for each one 
of us to do, and unless we do that 
work, it remains undone. No one 
can do our work for us, and that 
work, you may be sure, is not to 
criticise. 


Waiting for Feeling 


But another man says, “I am 
not waiting for the church to get 
right. The Lord knows the church 
is too good for me as it is. I'l) tell 
you what I’m waiting for. I am 
waiting for feeling. As soon as I 
have feeling, I'll tell you plain- 
ly, I am going into the church.” 


You remind me of the man 
who stands on the roadside, with 
his back against a large tree, on 
a frosty morning, with his axe 
resting against his knee, I walk 
up to him and say, “‘Good-morning, 
my friend, what are you going 
to do?” He replies, “I am going 
to cut down this tree.” “Why don’t 
you get at it?” I ask him. “I’m 
waiting till I begin to sweat.” 
“Why don’t you begin to cut and 
then you'll begin to sweat?” He 
says, “I am not going to cut a lick 
until I begin to sweat,” and he 
stands there and freezes to death. 
What would you do with a fellow 
like that? Feeling, in a spiritual 
sense, is what perspiration is in a 
physical sense. Both come. from ac- 
tivity. You say to me, “If I come 
up and join the church, and don’t 
feel like doing it, I will be a hypo- 
crite. If I do a thing without feel- 
ing like doing it, I ama hypo- 
crite.” That’s the way to talk. 

Look here, doctor, when you 
were sent for at midnight the 
other night, you had been at work 
all day, and had lost a great deal 
of sleep for several nights. When 
the summons came, to go to a 
very sick patient, you got up and 
rubbed your eyes and said, “Wife, 
I declare I don’t-feel like going.” 
But you got out of bed, dressed 
yourself, went to see the patient 
and relieved the suffering. Were 
you a hypocrite? You did not feel 
like going, but you went like a 
true man, and did youg duty. Were 
you a hypocrite? Sister, when you 
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me and point out the sorry little 
members that meant nothing to 
God or to the church, but one day 
I found out how to silence him. He 
had been asking me if I didn’t 
know better men in the world than 
a certain weak brother in my 
church. The thought came to me 
as an inspiration from God. Take 
the Devil and show him one of 
those grand old soldiers of the 
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got up this morning, you did not 
fee] like getting up, much less like 


-going, to the kitchen and cooking 


breakfast for your husband and 
children and getting the children 
off to school. But you got up, any- 
way, and went on to your work the 
best you could. Were you a hypo- 
crite? No! You deserved a great 
deal more credit for getting up 
and doing the thing that seemed 
so hard to do than if you had felt 
like doing it. 

“I am waiting for feeling! I 
am not going to do a thing until 
I get feeling.” Well, now, if that’s 
what you want, I can prescribe 
for you, and I can bring. out 
feeling on you before ten o'clock 
in the morning. Here’s old Brown, 
he stole a sheep last night. Yon- 
der it is in his pen today. He stole 
it, and says, “I know I stole that 
sheep. I know it was not right, 
and if I could just feel it was 
wrong to steal that sheep, I would 
take it back in a minute, but I hav- 
en’t got a bit of feeling.” I say to 
him, “You thief, I'll get you up 
some feeling if you really want 
it.” He asks me how, and I reply, 
“It’s out all over the settlement 
that you stole the sheep last night, 
and the whole community knows 
it, and knows it is now in your 
pen. Now, old fellow it’s broad 
daylight; you take that sheep on 
your shoulder and go down the 
big road with it till you get to 
Smith’s and tell him there’s the 
sheep you stole from him last 
night, and tell him you are sorry 
for it, and beg his pardon.” “Will 
that get feeling?” Brown asks. 
“You do as I tell you, and if it 
doesn’t I will pay you for your 
trouble.” 

Old Brown shoulders the sheep, 
and takes it down the big road, and 
when he passes Johnson’s house, 
Johnson’s wife is in the yard, and 
she says, “Oh, husband, there’s 
old Brown carrying that sheep 
back that he stole from. Smith. 
Yonder he goes, do you see him?” 
And old Brown hears that and 
passes on by Mr. Green’s house. 
And Mr. Green’s little boy is out 
at the front gate, and he sees old 
Brown and says, “Oh, Mama, run 
here; here goes old Brown with 
that sheep of Mr.,Smith’s on his 
shoulder. He is taking it back.” 
And Brown hears that, too. And 
by and by, he walks up _ to 
Smith’s house, and Smith and his 
wife are sitting on the front porch 
and he walks up to the front step, 
and lets the sheep down and says, 
“Mr. Br-br-brown, h-h-here’s y-y- 
your sh-sheep.” 

He has got feeling now, God 
bless him. And if you want feel- 
ing, my brother, you go and con- 
fess that sin that you committed, 
go and take that sheep back, and 
you'll get it. If you want feeling, 


you go around the city in which. 


you live, and try’ to undo the bad 
deed you have done, and you’ll not 
go very far before you will feel in 
your heart, “I know I am the 
meanest man God ever made.” 
Oh, that we realized that we 
need principle, not feeling. Feeling 
is the lowest element in religion 
away down, the ground stratum. 
Feeling! Principle! Those are the 
two things that move men, feeling 
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What Wait I For? 


and principle. I will show site the 
difference. 


Here is feeling. There is a sail- 
ing ship; she starts out in a full 
breeze, under full sail. Watch her. 
She is going twelve miles an hour. 
She gets out into midocean; the 
wind ceases, and there she lies 
for six weeks. She does not move 
half a mile. What’s matter? No 
wind! She can move only when the 
wind blows. And what is principle! 
Look at that ocean steamer, she 
weighs anchor, and moves out. 
When the wind blows, she spreads 
her wings, and she is going fifteen 
miles an hour. By and by the wind 
ceases, the engineer pulls’. the 
throttle wide open, and she runs 
her fourteen knots, whether the 
wind blows or not. That’s princi- 
ple! Principle is a firm resolution, 
which nothing can break, to do 
right, follow God, and land safe 
in the haven of eternal rest. 


Waiting to Be Good Enough 
to Be Saved 


Another says, “I am not waiting 
for feeling. I’ll tell you what I’m 
looking for. I am not fit to be re- 
ligious. I am not fit to be a Chris- 
tian. I am getting to get fit,” and 
he makes that a reason why he 
does not come to Christ. He does 
not know that his acceptance is 
the only thing that commends him 
to Christ. If he thought he was 


/fit to come, Christ would not have 


him. “He came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repen- 
tance.” “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am 
chief.’””’ When it comes to the plea 
of want of fitness, the most in- 
telligent lawyer, and the humblest 
laboring man are on the same level. 
You ask the most intelligent law- 
yer why he doesn’t come into the 
church and serve God, and he says, 
“Because I am not fit.” You ask 
the most ignorant man the same 
question, and he replies, “I ain’t 
fitten.”” So, after all, the only dif- 
ference between them is. their 
grammar. 


It reminds me of a poor fellow 
who is starving to death. A man 
walks up to him, and takes him 
by the harid, and leads him into 
a room where the table is set for 
a meal. He asks the poor féfow if 
he is hungry and he says, “I was 
never hungrier in my life.” The 


"|\friend tells him that there is a 


table laden with every luxury, and 
that he is to sit down and eat. 
But the man hesitates and says 
he cannot eat. When asked why, 
he says his hands are not fit. But 
you show him the soap, water, 
and towels and=tell him to wash 
his hands, and he tells you they are 
not fit to be washed, and he stands 
there and starves to death. Now, 
what are you going to do with 
him? There is an old sinner out 
there, and I say, “Friend, come 
up and join the ranks of God to- 
day.” But he says, “I am not 
fit,” and when I ask him to come 
and get fit he says, “I ain’t fitten 
to get fit,” and stands there and 
starves to death spiritually, out 
of the kingdom of God. 


Another man says “I know I am 
not fit. I can see it, and my wife 
sees it, and my neighbors see it. 
My heart is harder now and my 
will is more obdurate than it was.” 
The truth of the _ business is, 
there’s no use in putting up such 
a story as that. 

“Tf I tarry till I’m better, 
I shall never come at all.” 

Bless God for this old hymn. 
For these two lines: 


“All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel my need of Him.” 


All that is needed to secure a 
ticket to God’s table is the fact 
that you are hungry. The only 
thing that commends you to the 
outgushing waters of life is the 
fact that you are thirsty. 


_ Afraid I Cannot Hold Out’ 


Another man says, “A. man 
ought not to talk about getting 
‘fit,’ for the Lord knows we are 
all ‘unfit.’ And that’s the reason 
we are where we are today. But 
I’ll tell you what I’m waiting for; 
I am waiting till I get enough re- 
ligion to take me through to Hea- 


ven, before I start at all, for I'll 


tell you, I have seen the begin- 
ning and ending of so many reli- 
gious lives that I am afraid to 
start on so small a capital. I have 
been right there many a time in 
my thoughts. Oh} how it troubled 
me to think I had joined. the 
church, and might run well the 
@hristian race, for a while, like 
some men I had seen, and then 
quit. That bothered me a great 
deal, and that is a stumbling block 
to a great many men.” You say, 
“Whenever I get religion enough 
to take me through before I start, 
then I am going to start. But I'm 
afraid to start, for fear I cannot 
hold out.” Let me illustrate this 
for you. 


Some years ago, I was going 
up to Cartérsville, my home, fifty 
miles above Atlanta. Just before 
the train started, I walked out 
around the locomotive that was to 
pull the train to Cartersville, and 
as I looked at it I saw the engi- 
neer oiling up. Just before leav- 
ing time, the engineer looked up 
at the fireman and said, “Have 
you got steam enough to start 
with?” The fireman replied, “Yes.” 
I peeped around and saw he had 
only seventy-five or eighty pounds 
of steam. I looked back at those 
six or eight coaches and looked at 
that steam gauge and thought, 
“This engineer, going to leave this 
city with one hundred and thirty- 
eight miles of up-and-down grade 
between here and Chattanooga, 
with eighty pounds of steam!” I 
knew the boiler would hold one 
hundred and eighty pounds pres- 
sure to the square inch, and I 
didn’t know what that engineer 
meant. But in a minute or two he 
rolled the engine back, coupled on 


to the passenger coaches, and pull- |- 


ed out toward his destination. The 
bell rang, the engineer pushed his 
lever forward and pulled his throt- 
tle open, and the engine began to 
move. As we turned a curve, close 
to the Chattahoochee River, seven 
miles out of Atlanta, I put my 
head out and saw the safety valve 
blow out, and the engine was blow- 
ing off. She had more steam than 
she could hold. I said to myself, 
“The engineer never asked the fire- 
man if he had steam enough to 
run to the river, seven miles, or to 


Marietta, twenty miles, or to Car- 


tersville, fifty miles, or to Chat- 
tanooga, one hundred and thirty- 
eight miles, but he asked the fire- 
man if he had enough steam to 
start with.” After we moved on, 
I got to thinking, “Suppose that 
engine had stayed in Atlanta un- 
til she got steam enough to run to 
Cartersville, or to Chattanooga? 
He would have blown. that engine 
into ten thousand pieces. But she 
started off with eighty pounds’ 
pressure, and generated steam fas- 
ter in running, than she could by 
standing still. And: before we got 
seven miles out of the city, we had 
more steam than she wanted, and 
was blowing off at the _ safety 
valve.” 


Hear 
religion 


me! You are waiting for 
enough to take you to 
Heaven before you start, while 
all you want is enough to start 
with, for the soul generates grace 
faster running toward Heaven 
than it does standing still. If God 
gave you enough religion for that 
—to take you to Heaven at once— 
it would blow your little soul in- 
to ten thousand pieces. 


All a man wants in this uni- 
verse is enough to start. with. 
When I gave my heart to God and 
started on a better life, I didn’t 
have enough steam to start: I had 
to take a crowbar and pinch my 
way along for a few steps, but, 
thank God, I got started, and be- 
gan to move off. I had gotten only 
as far as the station of full sur- 
render before the safety valve 
flew open and I was blowing off 
steam and shouting the praise of 
God. I had more grace than I 
could hold. Thank God, we can 
generate steam faster running 
than we can standing still. 
Every one of us has grace enough 
to make a start. All that I had 
was the sense that I was lost. 
I promised my dying father I 
would quit my sins and go with 
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him to Heaven. And that was all. |. 


I ask you now, is it right for 
us to wait for time to consider, 
to wait until we can solve the 


mysteries of the Bible, to wait for | 


better terms, to wait for 
churches to get right, 


the 
to wait 


for feeling, to wait till we are. 


fit, or to wait until we can get. 


enough religion to carry us clear. 


through? Can’t we make up our 
minds and say with the text, 
“What wait I for? My hope is in 
thee.” 


(Continued on page 4) 
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tricts, city slums, red-light re- 
treats, and places and conditions 
where the social outcasts are 
found, He is dealing with men 
who know “the truth,” and he 
clearly says that “God hath 
shewed it unto them.” He declares 
further that “they are without 
excuse.” He says that they are 
men who have known God. Here 
is his exact language: “Because 
that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God.” He is 
picturing a condition that has 
fruited from the apostasy of the 
church. He affirms, ‘The just shall 
live by faith,” but here is a con- 
dition that results from holding 
“the truth in unrighteousness.” 
Men are ungodly and unrighteous, 
not because they have not the 
truth, but because, having it, they 
“hold it in unrighteousness.” 


The Beginning of Apostasy : 
Exalted Man, Little God 
What is the pivotal sin that the 
church described by Paul in this 
chapter has committed? Where- 
in is the heart of the apostasy he 
describes? The apostate church 


“worshipped and served the crea- | 


ture more than: the Creator.” 
“Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools.” God had made 
himself manifest in them, so that 
“the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead.” 
Their first and chief sin was in 
pulling God down to human levels 
while they built themselves up to 
divine levels. This is always the 
beginning of apostasy. 

And right here is the beginning 
of that world-wide apostasy which 
is today blighting the influence 
of the church and fruiting in 
crimes without number all about 
us. William Jennings Bryan did 
not go far enough when he stood, 
prophetlike, and declared that, 
when the creation of man was 
taken out of the hands of God 
and accounted for as coming from 
natural causes and by. natural 
processes, there would come a 
terrible nation-wide moral and 
spiritual collapse. The collapse is 
world wide. Ignoring “the God- 
head” in creation is what Paul is 
talking about, and it is what I am 
referring to as the cause of cala- 
mities unprecedented. 


The first World War can be 
traced to the rationalistic philo- 
sophy and theology that had their 
beginning in the German schools. 
God was robbed of. his rightful 
place in creation. The superman 
idea evolved. The schools taught 
that man was divine. Materialistic 
evolution gave rise to the doctrine 
of force anl physical power. We 
began to hear of a super race. 
Paul would have said of the so- 
called scholars of Germany, “Pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools.” The American 
unversities followed. The deadly 
leaven swept through the civilized 
lump. 


Then came the terrible world 
struggle that should have taught 
us that the end of apostasy is 
ruin, both for the church and for 
the nation. The world slid back to 
animal levels, and humanity de- 
cayed. Countries like France 
were. putrid with filth of this 
terrible malady and helpless to 
save themselves from the destruc- 


tion that walks hand in hand. 


Lost—The Saving Gospel 


Several years before the second 
World War engulfed us, Bishop 
Arthur Moore, then presiding over 
the Methodist conferences in Eur- 
ope, came back to America and 
preached in Trinity Church one 


Sunday afternoon to more than 
two thousand people. He had much 
to say of the Europe of that day. 
When he had finished, a young 
man arose and asked: “Why is it 
that in the land where Protestant 
Christianity was born—the land 
of Savonarola, John Huss, Luther, 
Calvin, and Wesley—there is hate 
and threat of war and denial of 
the supernatural claims of God?” 


The Bishop answered: “For 
years I preached on a text that 
reads like this: ‘Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel!’ I read 
that text with the emphasis on 
the world ‘gospel.’ I have come to 
see a new meaning in that text. I 
now put the emphasis upon the 
little word ‘the.’ Europe has had 
plenty of gospel and beautiful 
places in which it has been preach- 
ed. There are shrines and_ sacred 
spots, creeds and rituals, and his- 
toric churches by the thousands. 
But the gospel has not’ been 
preached in Europe for a hundred 
years. The church in Europe is 
apostate.” 


As the second World War broke 
in its fury, I remembered that 
statement. For bloody, tragic, hor- 
rible years we have been reap- 
ing the whirlwinds that came 
from an apostate Protestantism. 
The terrible fact is that the whole 
tragedy had its beginning in the 
land where Protestant Christianity 
was born. 

Present-day liberalism cannot 
laugh off the cruel fact that Ger- 
many, the breeding ground of two 
world wars, was also the center of 
that rationalism and materialistic 
denial. of the supernatural which 
has swept through twentieth-cen- 
tury education to the extent that 
Protestant Christianity is impotent 
and powerless in the face of world- 
wide chaos. This malady began in 
so-called. Christian schools, spread 
to the pulpits and classrooms of 
our churches, and now plagues us 
with its helplessness to meet that 
monster which it sired. 


God’s revelation has not failed. 
Christ’s atonement has not abort- 
ed. Salvation by faith still works. 
The new birth is the answer to- 
day, as it was yesterday. Then 
why this apostasy? 

The church that once knew and 
had the gospel has lost and re- 
pudiated it and, as a result, has 
begun to produce in the world 
about it, by its own lack of savor, 
a condition of putrefaction that 
smells to high heaven. The church 
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instead of being the salt of the 
earth has become the leaven of the 
scribes and Pharisees. Its prose- 
lytes are devil-possessed, not so 
much by nature as by their new 
alignments. This is a terrible in- 
dictment. But Paul made it in his 
day, and conditions in our times 
are even more tragic. 

Christ was portraying just such 
a condition when he said, as re- 
corded in the twenty-third chapter 
of Matthew, “Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
He was speaking to the leaders 
of the church of his day. Liber- 
alism can continue to deplore the 
fact that “the human Jesus for- 
got himself” in making these ut- 
terances, if there is comfort in 
such an observation. But the fact 
remains that he was picturing a 
condition almost identical with our 
own, save that the peril of this 
hour has been tremendously multi- 
plied “Blind guides” who put first 
emphasis upon the temple and the 
worship service! “Fools and blind’’ 
who put the gift above the super- 
natural presence at the altar! 
“Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites,” who put on campaigns and 
drives to enrich the coffers while 
they neglect the first great pur- 
pose of the Christian church! 
Peter speaks of them as those 
“whose judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their dam- 
nation slumbereth not.” ‘White 
sepulchres.” candlelighted and out- 
wardly beautiful, but full of the 
bones of the dead! “Outwardly 
righteous,” but full of iniquity! 


Fill ye up then the measure of 
your fathers. 

Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the dam- 
nation of hell? 

That upon you may come all 
the righteous blood shed... 

Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate, 


This is not the raving of some 
pentecostal fanatic, or “frenzied 
evangelist.” These are the worls 
of Jesus Christ, and they spell 
a condition that is fearfully real 
and terribly present with us today. 


The Results of Modern 
Apostasy 

In the first chapter of Romans, 
Paul is dealing especially with the 
results of this apostasy. The pulpit 
of today in most part is too cul- 
tured and dignified to stoop to 
such levels. It would hé€ consider- 
ed crude indeed if some Sunday 
morning, after a beautiful worship 
service, one of our pastors should 
step forth in his gown, face his 
audience composed of the “best 
people in the community,” and 
proceed with a “tirade” such as 
Paul delivers on this occasion. The 
prophets spoke thus, but theirs 
was a faraway day. Christ him- 
self lapsed into such a _ rebuke 
once or twice, but that was nine- 
teen centuries ago. We are now 
cultured and educated, refined and 
socially elite. Such messages would 
be crude today. They would jar 
They would savor of sensation- 
alism. We have become civilized 
and intelligent. We have come to 
the hour when colleges and uni- 
versities are everywhere, when 
public libraries are in almost every 
town, wheft books by thousands 
are circulating among our people, 
when teachers and preachers are 
majoring on ethical behavior and 
correct relationships. And yet,- 
within on week I clipped the fol- 
lowing items from our daily pa- 


pers. They still speak out! 


One mother cut the throat of 
her eight-months-old babe with a 
butcher knife. She said the child 
cried eternally. She told the judge 
that she smoked a whole pack of 
cigarettes to quiet her nerves. 


A man killed two women in a 
parking lot and crowded their 
bodies into the back of his car. 
He did not know why he had done 
it. Something possessed him, he 
said. . 
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A father threw his three-year- 
old child from a seventh-story win- 
dow. He calmly went down and 
drank three beers. When the police 
picked him up, he was blubbering 
pitifully about some overpowering 
desire within him to kill. 


A fiend in army uniform killed 
and ravished a child in a hotel 
room, while the mother played the 
slot machines in a tavern on the 
ground floor. The mother said 
that the last time she saw the 
child, she was “playing near the 
bar.” 

A six-year-old boy killed his 
baby sister, beating her to death 
with a poker. The boy said he was 
tired of hearing her cry all the 
time when his mother was gone to 
the dance. 


Two babies who had been left 
alone within a barbed-wire barri- 
cade while their mothers worked 
crawled out beneath the wire and 
were drowned in the Los Angeles 
River. One mother said she never 
had owned a fur coat and was 
working to earn money to buy 
one. The other said she was work- 
ing because her home was unbear- 
able since she was alone there 
with the baby. 


A Negro cook saw a half-nude 
girl sitting on the side of her berth 
in a Pullman, went back to the 


kitchen, got a knife, and killed 
her. His hanging was chronicled 
in the headlines during the week 
to which I refer. 

A twelve-year-old boy took ‘a 
revolver from the dresser drawer, 
shot dead his nine-year-old play- 
mate, took a sleeping pill belong- 
ing to his mother, and went to bed. 
He told the officers he never did 
like the kid. 

A father killed two little. girls. 
He said he had too many, and 
these two were the puniest. 

An article in a leading weekly 
magazine carried the story and the 
nude picture of the sixteen-year- 
old daughter of a university presi- 
dent. This university is one of the 
leading “Christian” universities of 
America, having a_ nationally 
known divinity school. The presi- 
dent and his wife, according to 
the story, had decided on a unique 
Christmas card for their friends; 
so they sent out a card portraying 
their beautiful young daughter in 
the nude. Her classmates in anoth- 
er school teased her so mercilessly 
about it that she withdrew from 
that school. 

Mr. Hoover, of the FBI, an- 
nounced, as has been elsewhere 
stated, that more veneral disease 
was spread among the men in uni- 
form by high-school girls than by 
professional prostitutes. 

A leading American ‘city read 
in the morning paper a_ report 
from its physicians and surgeons 


(Continued on page 5) 
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“My Hope Is in Thee” 

Thank God, my hope is in Him! 
If my hope was in stocks and 
bonds, and I had all the world 
eould give, those stocks and bonds 
might take unto themselves wings 
and fly away from me, and then 
my hope would be gone forever. 
Suppose my hope was in my preci- 
ous mother. For nearly thirty 
years my mother has been buried 
away from the sight of human 
eyes. Suppose my hope was in my 
father, my father who has been 
buried so many years. Suppose my 
hope was in my wife; she has been 
all the world to me since the day 
God gave her to me; she has been 
a crutch under both my arms to 
hold me up. But suppose my wife 
should die and should be cut off 
from me in a minute, and my hope 
be gone forever. Suppose my hope 
was in my children. The time might 
come when I would kiss the cold 
lips of my last child in the world, 
and my hope would be gone for- 
ever. Suppose my hope was in 
preachers. The time might come 
when every one of them would turn 
his back on me and forsake me, 
and then my hope would be gone. 
Suppose my hope was in_ the 
church. The time might come 
when the church would drive me 
from her pews and forbid me to 
enter her doors, and then my hope 
would be vanished forever. Sup- 
pose my hope was in my friends 
around me. Those friends might 
depart and leave me. 
But, thank God, my hope is not 
in wife, or children, nor neighbor, 
or church, or preachers; I can say 
with the Psalmist, “My hope is in 
God!”” When I started, they said 
to me, “Old fellow, you are migh- 
ty weak.” I said, “I know that, 
but my hope is in God.” They said, 
“You are as frail as a_ bruised 
reed, and you will have a thousand 
trials in your pathway.” I said, “T 
know how frail I am, but my 
hope is in God.” Oh, brother, let 
God take your hand in His, and 
then all will be well for time and 
for eternity. 


The cross of Jesus Christ is 
the grand remedial agency of the 
world. The gospel of the cross is 
but a succession of wagon shops 
as you drive toward the new Je- 
rusalem. Thirty years ago, I drove 
up under the shop at the cross on 
my old broken-down wagon of 
humanity. I do not think my wa- 
gon could have rolled ten feet 
farther, until it would have gone 
all to pieces. I got up to the cross, 
and there, thank God! I was made 
new from top to bottom. When I 
looked at myself, I said, “Glory 
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to God.” I got into my wagon and 


{drove off and said to myself, “I 


am safe. from this world; Iam 
safe for time and eternity.” I 
drove off gladly. The first thing 
I knew, one of my front wheels 
went down in a rut, and the axle 
broke short off. I said, “Just 
look at that. I thought I was go- 
ing to drive clear through to 
Heaven, without any more trouble, 
and here I’ve broken an axle be- 
fore I have gotten a mile from the 
shop.” I thought I might as well 
turn around and go back. No use 
for me to try to go to Glory. About 
the time I was going to give up, I 
looked to the side of the road, 
and there was a shop. A benign 
faced workman glanced up and 
said, “What’s the trouble?” Then 
he came out and saw that my 
axle Was broken, and said, “I 
will put you in a new axle. I am 
running this shop in the interest 
of those going in the direction 
that you are going.”’ When he had 
finished and I asked him what 
he charged, he said, “Not a cent, 
only be a little more careful how 
you drive.” I said to him, “I am 
not going to break down any 
more,” and drove off. I hadn’t 
gone a mile before I -struck a 
grub, and “smash” went my wheel. 
I said, “Now look at that. I’ll 
have to go back. I am the poorest 
driver in the world.”’ I looked to 
the side of the road, and there was 
a shop, and the workman said, 
“Bring the wheel up here and I 
will put in every spoke and fix it 
for you.” When I drove away, I 
thought, “Now I will be careful, 
and won’t break down any more, 
for I am going to notice what I 
am doing.” I didn’t get more than 
a mile before I made a short turn, 
and “snap” went the ° tongue. 
“There’s no use for me to try to go 
anywhere, for I break down so 
often,” I said to myself in despair. 
But I looked up the road, and there 
was the shop. The workman said 
to me, “Bring the tongue to me 
and I will put it in again.” He 
did so, and urged me to be care- 
ful. 

It seems to me I have broken 
down a thousand times, and there 
hasn’t been a day since I started 
that I haven’t been in the shop for 
repairs. Sometimes I have driven 
along ten miles, and haven’t brok- 
en anything, and never a sight 
of a shop. But then when I would 
come to a rough piece of road; 
the rougher the road, the thicker 
the shops. Sometimes I got un- 
easy. I was afraid the shops 
wouldn’t hold out. Some time ago, 
I walked up to the side of a dy- 
ing Christian and said to him, 
“Brother, do the shops hold out?” 
He said, “Yes, glory to God, it 


hasn’t been ten minutes since I} 


was in the shop. I have gotten the 


last finishing touch I need to 


predo™ 


carry me into a better world.” 
And, thank God, I know I shall 
make the trip safely, for if the 
shops are as thick in the future 
as they have been in the past, I 
am going to drive this old, broken- 
down wagon of humanity into the 
kingdom of God some of these 
days. Blessed be God! No soul ever 
broke down out of sight of a shop 
along the way. Let us come to God 
and roll our broken wagons of hu- 
manity into the shops of the cross, 
and have them made new, and 
then drive on and on, and some 
of these days we will leave these 
old wagons of humanity at the 
gates of Heaven. When I get to 
Heaven and my loved ones. con- 


father says, “I am glad you kept 
your promise to me, and made 
the trip in safety,’’ I shall tell 
‘them I had very little to do with 
it, and shall ask them to show me 
my Saviour, who sought me, a 
poor wandering sheep, and when 
He found me, poor, starved, and 
tired, and lost, He didn’t scold 
me, He didn’t upbraid me, and 
He didn’t take a club and beat 
me, but He came to me and put 
His arms around me, and brought 
me safe to the gates of Heaven. 
Thank God, my hope is in Him, 
and He is strong-.enough to take 
care of me now and forever. 

_(From Great Gospel Sermons, Vol. 
I. Published by Fleming H. Revell 
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A Cure For The Incurable 


(Continued from page 4) 


to the effect that an extensive 
survey had been made of clinics, 
hospitals, and the professional 
practice of the city, and that these 
medical authorities wished to warn 
the folks of that fine town of 
about three hundred thousand peo- 
ple that almost forty per cent of 
its population was affected, either 
directly or indirectly, by venereal 
disease. A columnist gave that in- 
formation through the paper 
thrown on my front lawn: 

That single week carried five 
scandals connected with Hollywood 
moviedom, which furnishes’ the 
education in matters of life and 
daily conduct for the childhood 
and growing youth of America, 
even having supplanted the public 
schools in that phase of educa- 
tion. , 

News items less terrible filled 
the columns of my morning and 
afternoon papers during that week, 
though much of that kind of news 
was crowded out by world news. 

It would be outrageous for the 
pulpit to attempt to deal with such 
horrors. Our people come _ to 
church for consolation and com- 
fort. They are weary with the 
grind of .their daily lives. Many 
are heartsick because of disap- 
pointments. Calamities have come 
to some. There is sickness in many 
of our families. Perhaps death has 
come to a home represented in the 
church. How out of place would 
be a recital such as I have given! 
Yet Paul took time off for some- 
thing very much akin. He sensed 
the need of bringing the church of 
his day to its feet with a shocking 
exposé. Here was the fruitage of a 
in the 
church, and he dared to expose the 
malignancy and diagnose the con- 
dition. : 

The newspapers of today have 
taken up where Paul left off and 
still tell the story of “‘sin when it 
is finished.”’ According to Paul, the 
world’s terrible plight then—and 
we doubt not that the same is true 
now—points directly to an apos- 
tasy that brings the church to a 
state of impotence and helpless- 
ness, where it is no longer the 
light of the world, the salt of the 
earth, a city set upon a hill that 
cannot be hidden. 


The Gospel—the Only Saving 
Salt for Civilization 


Yet Paul, as I have already said,- 


is so anxious that all men know 
the cure that he not only uncovers 
the putrefaction and diagnosis of 
the disease but states a process 
both of immunization and of reme- 
dy. He has a specific that works. 
He is not content merely to an- 
nounce that cure after he has 
startled us with the fact of the 
disease. He tells us hopefully, in 
the very beginning, wherein lies 
the hope of humanity. 

“IT am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” 

The church in our mistaken gen- 


eration has failed at the point of, 


discovering a moral and spiritual 


‘vaccine that will work. Why did 


the Christian church not prevent 
war? We undoubtedly had the im- 
munizing process. But we tried a 
substitute. We did not preach the 
gospel. We tried pacifism. We 
‘healed the hurt,’ as said the 
prophet, of “the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace.” 
We tried nonviolent resistance. We 
tried suasion. We tried. conciliation. 
We tried appeasement. And after 
the war broke, we tried force of 
arms. Yet today finds us wonder- 
ing just where the world stands, 
whether hopefully or hopelessly, 
as to war. There is fear even in 
the hearts of the victors. 

Is there no balm in Gilead? The 
fact is that none of our remedies 
cure this horrible malady. But 
there is a cure. It must be applied 
to the heart of man individually 
and personally. God knows the 
process is slow! But there is no 
other process. Until the gospel js 
preached to men with such unction 
and power, such persuasion and 
entreaty, such logic and convic- 
tion, as to bring men to enthrone 
Jesus Christ within their hearts 
as Saviour and Lord, there will 
be war. Hate and greed bring war. 
Avarice and, selfishness bring war. 


lathe germs had never met an an- 


‘nihilating foe until the cross was 
lifted on Calvary. Men of peace 
and good will are men who have 
met the Prince of Peace and ac- 
cepted his sovereignity in and over 
their lives. 

This is true of our industrial and 
economic situations, which  as- 
knowledgedly are at the very roots 
of war. Leaders are appearing in 
all our denominations today who 
think that by siding with organiz- 
ed labor we can solve these indus- 
trial and economic ills of our times. 
They say the church has played 
into the hands of the capitalistic 
elass. There is some justification 
to this charge. They declare that 
the masses are quitting the church 
because we not only ally our- 
selves with them in their battle 
for economic justice. Possibly so. 

But the cure is not in bringing 
the church to bear within this 
seething controversy, though by so 
doing we may render some service, 
The cure is in the gospel. Com- 
munism and fascism are. being 
tried in various parts of the earth 
as a remedy for industrial and eco- 


nomic disorders. In every instance [ 


up to now the leaders of these 
movements have abandoned, deni- 
ed, and opposed the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It was true under Musso- 
lini. It was true under Hitler. It 
was true under Lenin and Trotsky, 
and is still true under Stalin. Nor 
has there been any cure. 

To say that Russia won in 
the war is not an answer. Russia 
would have been ashes and smol- 
dering ruins, devastated, broken, 
and wrecked, had it not been for 
America. American money, war 
machinery, and munitions saved 
Russia. There has been no cure in 
her communism, nor will there be. 

The church in her organized 
councils has had much to say on 
racial justice. Anti-Semitism has 
been soundly rebuked. Justice for 
the Negroes is now a battle cry. 
We want the Japanese and Ger- 
mans treated fairly. Our pulpits 
ring with it. But here again we 
substitute a plaster for a vaccine. 
We poultice the sore, but there 
is no injection into the blood that 
is befouled. Paul were he here to- 
day, would calmly tell us that the 
gospel is the only certain cure. 


The Gospel Remedy: Personal 
Regeneration Through Saving 
Faith in Jesus Christ 


Then what of the gospel?’ What 
is it, anyway? Wherein is its ef- 
ficacy? What strange and subtle 
force is there in it that causes it 
never to return void to the God 
who sends it forth? 

Paul is dealing with this very 
matter from the first verse of the 
first chapter of Romans—"“ a ser- 
vant of Jesus Christ, ... separated 
unto the gospel of God, ... con- 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, .... declared to be the Son 
of God, .... by whom we have 
received grace and apostleship.”’ 


Paul says that he is coming to 
Rome “‘to preach the gospel.” Be- 
fore he had finished preaching. it 
and before it had completed its 
mighty work of remedy, the 
pagan, sinful throne of the Caesars 
was trembling; and the mighty Ro- 
man Empire, shot through with 
sin, was on its way out. 

For this gospel of Christ was, 
and is, “the power of God.” It is 
the dynamics of the Omnipotent. 
It is the atomic energy of the 
eternities. No mortally contrived 
machinery or organization can 
stand before it. 


Paul is not talking here of the 
things that Jesus said, marvelous 
as were the words that fell from 
his lips. He is not talking of the 
manner of life of the Galilean, 
though he lived blamelessly. He is 
not talking of some philosophy of 
life which men have built and into 
which they have woven the teach- 
ings and example of Jesus. He is 
not even talking of “the Jesus way 
of life.’ He is speaking of the 
person of Jesus Christ, his eternal 
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mission, the thing he came to do 
and did, the grace and truth and 
light and life that emanate from 
Him and from Him alone. 

Paul boldly says that there is 


4 salvation here, a remedy, a cure. 


Here you may immunize against 
apostasy. Here you may find a 
specific for the horrible moral and 
spiritual cancer that is eating 
away, which Paul describes in 
verses that follow, and could des- 
cribe today with little modification 
of his language. This gospel of 
Christ is not some educational 
process, some social] formula, some 
racial statement. It is “the power 
of God unto salvation.” 

Nor does Paul stop here. He 
is indeed the great pharmacist, 
as he faces the apostasy of that 
hour. He tells how to secure the 
benefits of this remedy which he 
has discovered and which he bold- 
ly recommends. Luther one day 
made the same _ discovery, and 
there came the Reformation. Prot- 
estant Christianity was born to 
proclaim this very fact. Wesley’s 
Aldersgate experience was based 
upon this truth, and with _ this 
gospel hot in his heart, this migh- 
ty spiritual leader went forth to 
kindle the greatest revival of all 
times. , 

“Not by works, lest any man 
should boast.” 

“To every one that believeth.” 
Here is  God’s revelation—‘‘from 
faith to faith.” Here is the sum 
total of it all: “The just shall 
live by faith.” | 

Note how Paul puts it, before 
he launches into his almost vici- 
ous recital of facts that stun and 
startle you. He says, “Therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith.” So far as the 
human levels are concerned, we 
must never live below a life of 
faith, anl we cannot live above 
it. The only way to turn this 
world from its depravity is by 
faith in Jesus Christ. The only way 
to stop war is by faith in Jesus 
Christ. The only way to prevent 
juvenile crime and drive back the 
evils that blacken our times is 
by faith in Jesus Christ. 

This does not mean that we 
should not vote right in the elec- 
tion. Certainly every Christian 
with faith in Jesus Christ should 
evidence that faith in a vote regis- 
tered for righteousness. A man of 
faith in Christ may be depended 
upon always to be opposed to war, 
always to be for social justice, al- 
ways to be for racial fairness, al- 
ways to be for moral reform, al- 
ways to be for everything that 
belongs to the cause of righteous- 
ness in all the areas of his life. 
But the key to the whole situa- 
tion is faith in Jesus Christ; and 
what is more, it must be saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. Note that 
Paul is talking about “the power 
of God unto salvation” and telling 
us that the faith that enters into 
such a transaction is linked for- 
ever with righteousness. 


The Gospel Applied by 
Preaching: Evangelism 

One other crucial fact remains 
How is this gospel propagated? Be- 
fore his ascension Jesus gathered 
His leaders together and sent them 
out. Here are His words: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” “By the 
foolishness of preaching!’’ Nothing 
can take its place. Paul’s ques- 
tions have the force of exclama- 
tions. ‘“How then shall] they call on 
him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? and how shall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall __ they 
hear without a preacher? and how 
shall they preach, except they be 
sent?” There is no alternative. A 
teaching ministry? The world 
needs it, and God can use it. Holy 
men in strategic places of leader- 
ship? We must have them. Organi- 


zation is imperative. But the 
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preaching of the gospel is the one 
first business of the disciples of 
Christ. 


Nothing has been more disast- 
rous than the movement away 
from mass evangelism within the 
past two decades. The sudden 
swing back toward.the massing of 
the people, gathering to hear the 
fiery words of evangelists and 
youth leadérs, is one of the most 
hopeful signs of these tragic hours. 
Methodism was made by great 
preaching. Ahe Baptist and Pres- 
byterian churches have grown to 
strength as a result of men called 
of God—men who with great unc- 
tion preached this gospel. Evan- 
gelical Christianity cannot survive 
without preachers filled with the 
Holy Ghost who, with the power of 
God upon them and within them, 
preach the gospel of Christ, “‘the 
power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” Paul 
describes it as preaching “in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power.” 

There is a very tragic truth in 
this first chapter of Romans that 
we dare not ignore. In the twenty- 
fourth verse we read: ‘Wherefore 
God also gave them up to unclean- 
ness through the lusts of their own 
hearts.” In the twenty-sixth verse 
are these words: “For this cause 
God gave them up unto vile affec- 
tions.” 


God gave them up! Remember 
that Paul is speaking of people 
who had known God, had known 
the judgments of God—men in 
whom God Himself had been mani- 
fest. Not to them but in them. 


Paul says that God gave them 


up. Just as He turned Pharaoh 
over to his hardened heart, God 


‘had turned these men who had 


known the truth and had held it 
‘in unrighteousness” over to a re- 
probate mind. Their names were 
possibly on the rolls. They even 
may have been standing behind 
the pulpits. Some of them might 
have been teaching in the San- 
hedrin. Possibly they were wearing 
the robes of the altar and reading 
the ritual of the church. But God 
had given them up! 


Jesus referred to these same 
men as “blind guides,” wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, ‘“‘whited sepul- 
chres.” He said that the citizens 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, of Tyre 
and Sidon, would have a better 
chance at the judgment than these 
leaders in the fearful apostasy 
that had then, and has _ now, 
blighted the church and seared 
the world. 


If Paul were to come to the . 
twentieth century and face this 
hour of apostasy, we imagine that 
he would say: “So, as much as in 
me is, I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you that are in America 
also!” In England also! In Russia 
also! In Europe also! In the Orient 
also! In the whole world also! For 
though Paul’s body has been dead 
almost two thousand years, his 
heroic and undying spirit, should 
he walk the earth today, would be 
keenly alert to the solution, to 
the remedy to the answer. 


Paul would not set up a Sunday- 
night forum for social and eco- 
nomic discussions. He would not 
launch out in a crusade for Chris- 
tian socialism. He would not be- 
come a moral reformer, much as 
he would hate and fight liquor, 
gambling, immorality, and vice of 
every character. He would not con- 
duct a world-wide crusade for 
racial fairness and human brother- 
hood, though he would love and 
pray for all mankind. 


Paul would announce: “So, as 
much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel] to you.” 


I wonder if the clergy of Ameri- 
ca are ready to preach the gospel, 
which is the power of God, the 
gospel which is the power of God 
unto salvation, the gospel which is 
the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth! 


Paul was ready. God help us, 
I fear we are not! 


Paul could not cure the aposta- 
sy. But he could announce the 
cure. He could even apply the cure. 
He could bring the sick to where 
they would accept the cure. He 
was ready. 

Many of the churches of Ameri- 
ca are specializing on evangelism. 
Whatever Paul received on the 
road to Damascus and later in 
the house of Judas, where the 
saintly Ananias, somewhat cau- 
tious but willing to be the mouth- 
piece of God, led him to the place 
where his surrender was complete 
and the Holy Ghost filled him— 
I say whatever preparation, what- 
ever experience, whatever infilling 
came to Paul must come to those 
who preach the gospel of salvation 
today. For after that, he was 
ready! 

No human power could hold him 
back. No mortal man could drive 
him from his divine calling. No 
force within the world could block 
him in his purpose “to preach the 
gospel.” 

He was ready! 

Are we? 


*% SCRIPTURAL — Read Luke 15:4-9. 


DICKSON’'S BIBLE 


Jucrease Your &. &. Attendance 


with these attractive beautifully colored 
“Sheep In-The-Fold” Pins 


C 0 N S I D E R THESE OUTSTANDING ADVANTAGES 


* EXPLANATIVE — Tells you what it is awarded for and how long in attendance. 

* WEXPENSIVE __ 9'/4c covers the cost of the first 4 colorful Pins. 

Send $1.00 for complete Samples. Samples Returnable and Money refunded. 
° ORDER FROM 


Ferndale Mich. 


(a) Starting Pin (Brown & 


DE: hhvdsdtaebawes 2¢ ea. 
(b) 3-mo. Pin (Brown, 

Black & White) -.-...- 21,¢ ea. 
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(e) Year Pin (Gold Plated) $1.00 ea. 
has changeable inserts to designate 
years in attendance from 1 to 25. 
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ed Christ as Saviour. He was a 
very devout’ Roman Catholic 
for many years and, as he, says 

the darkness has been lifted 

and the light of the glorious 

Gospel of Christ has shone in 

his heart. He has not as yet 

come out of the Roman 

Church but I believe the Lord 

will take care of that in due 

time. He has so appreciated the 
SWORD OF THE LORD that 

he wanted to repay me and, 

the other day when I was 

talking with him he thrust 

$3.00 into my pocket and 

would not take it back. I be- 

lieve the Lord would have me 

use it to renew his subscrip- - 
tion. May the Lord richly 

bless you, Brother Rice.” 


A Baptist Pastor Praises 
The Sword 


Rev. Roy L. Graham of Middle- 
ton, Idaho, says that he wants to 
subscribe to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD for every member of 
his church. Then he adds: “I have 
received it for six years. I received 
the paper before I was called in- 
to the ministry. It had a large 
part in God’s call to the minis- 
try. Also in the paper I saw the 
Bob Jones University advertise- 
ments and later attended and 
graduated from that school.” 


Commuter Has Chapel Service 
on Train! 


Mr. Hammon M. Warrington of 
Yonkers, New York, renews his 
subscription. Then he says the fol- 
lowing: 

“Have been reading your 
magazine with a brother sub- 
scriber the past six months 
and have found it one of the 
best—if not the most—in- 
spirational one I have ever 
read. We have grand fellow- 
ship together reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and 
the Word of God. (Commute 
to and from our work on the 
same trains daily; sitting in 
the same seats usually.) We 
have a little chapel service of 
our own and other commu- 
ters rather enjoy it with us. 
We throw in a few old-fash- 
ioned hymns for good mea- 
sure, (in a law tone so as not 
to disturb the daily news 
readers). I dare say. that few 
if any other commuting trains 
in the U.S.A. can boast of 
such a service. Your SWORD 
OF THE LORD has a lot to 
do with our inspiration. Praise 
God for it!” 


Chief in the Navy Influenced 
by Sermon in The Sword 


_ We are glad for the testimony 
in the following letter: 

“I am taking this opportunity 
to thank you, Brother Rice, for 
the written sermon of yours that 
brought me to the knowledge of 
my sinful condition over two years 
ago. That sermon was “Luke- 
warmness, the Sin That Makes God 
Vomit.” Since that time the Lord 
has called me to His ministry... 
Brother John, it isn’t easy for a 
Chief in the Navy to live for Him. 
One thing that has helped me 
very much is THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. The marvelous ser- 
mons are a constant inspiration 
to me. In fact, I keep a file on it 
for future reference. 

“We have a small Bible class 
in the office in which I work each 
Tuesday night. My mission is to 
bring Christ and His Word to the 
many young fellows entering my 
part of the Navy. Pray for me.” 
(Signed) Harold C. Shreve. 


A New Christian Thanks 
Friend Who Introduced 
Her to The Sword 


“While renewing my subscrip- 
tion to your fine Christian week- 
ly, I wish to tell you how much it 
has helped me—a new Christian— 
to become better established in 
the faith. I thank God for the 
thoughtful friend who first sent 
me THE SWORD. It is by far the 
finest gift I have received this 
side of my salvation .. .” writes 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 

“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


The Sword? 


Miss June L. Dalzell of Grosse 
Pointe Park, Michigan. 


Pastor in Two Small Churches 
in Jamaica Writes, Asking Us 
to Continue Sending Him 
The Sword 


Yes, the Sword gets around. We 
have hundreds of subscriptions in 
foreign countries. There would be 
many more subscribers but for the 
fact that because government 
restrictions, some cannot. send 
money out of their own country. 
Many write, begging us for an ex- 
tension of their subscription until 
such time as they are allowed to 
send payment for it. We prayer- 
fully consider each individual re- 
quest, and, if you know Dr. Rice's 
generous heart, you know that he 
usually does not turn down a re- 
quest for spiritual help. Then, too, 
many are without the necessary 
funds to subscribe. Here is a let- 
ter from Jamaica: 

“ ..I1wish to inform you that 
only yesterday evening a man 
gave me a copy of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. I spent most of 
the time last night reading the 
powerful messages in it. Brother 
Rice, my soul was thrilled with 
joy. The writer is a minjster of 
the gospel for the past sixteen 
years. At present I am pastoring 
two small churches. I would love 
to get. more acquainted with you, 
if possible. I would be glad if you 
could find it possible to send me a 
copy of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD free. I am unable.to pay 
for it. My family is a large one, 
and I am very, very poor where 
this world’s goods is concerned, 
but thank God for His rich salva- 
tion. I have to walk sometimes 
twenty-five to thirty miles to 
preach, but He never leaves me 
alone; He always gives me 
strength...” C. A. German 


Coal Miner Takes Sword Two 
Miles Under Ground 


Mr. Hubert B. Cox of Keokee, 
Virginia, says he has taken THE 
SWORD for a month and finds it 
next to his Bible. “I take it to 
work with me in the coal mines 
and read it in my spare time. I 
find God’s power two miles un- 
der the ground.” 


Post-Millenialist Becomes 
“Pre” After Reading Sword 


A friend in Pawhuska, Okla- 
homa, writes: 

“I have already thanked and 
praised my Lord for THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD ... It would be 
utterly impossible to tell how 
much it has blessed our home and 
our friends. I was already saved 
when the first copy came into my 
hands, but had been nourished on 
‘post-millennium’ doctrine. Well, 
when God opened my eyes upon 
reading those various sermons in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD on 
the second coming of Christ and 
I studied Daniel and Revelation 
with your two books I was on 
shouting ground! The joy truly 
Was unspeakable! 

“I have been greatly blessed by 
the Sword Book Club, too, and 
will be happy when health will 
permit me to resume my mem- 
bership and read _ extensively 
aren... 


Inmates in Texas Prison 
System Write to Thank 
Us for SWORD 


We have letters from many pri- 
soners who, like the inmate here, 
get THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and circulate it among those be- 
hind bars. Read the following let- 
ter of thanks: 

“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Many of us who are inmates 
here in the Texas Prison System 
receive your publication. The spe- 
cially transcribed sermons of the 
country’s leading evangelists are 
read and enjoyed by a great num- 
ber besides those who regularly 
receive the paper, as they are 
‘passed around the various dormi- 
tories, after the regular readers 
finish them. I have been reading 
your paper for over Tive years 
now here in prison, and I have 
gained a great deal of comfort 
and needed admonishment from 
your sermons and from those of 
the other evangelists which you 
publish. 

“T have also read the majority 
of your books and booklets. At one 
time you sent the Bible class at 


Huntsville, Texas, a copy of each 


I am sitting at my desk, hold- 
ing in my hand a letter from 
a graduate of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity who finished in the 
institution several years ago. 
This young man married one of 
our girls who also graduated 
from the school. These two 
young people are now in India 
as missionaries. They are lift- 
ing up the banner of the Cross. 
They are giving the Gospel to 
the people. They are doing big 
business for the King. As I 
have read this letter, I have 
thought of the past. This young 
man who came from the North 
all the way down South to 
attend our school had prac- 
tically no money. He had to 
borrow a large percentage of 
all the money he needed to get 
through school. The girl he 
married also had to have fi- 
nancial help. If Bob Jones Uni- 
versity had not had some 
money to loan these students 
so they could go through school, 
they could not have taken their 
training. They would not now 
be missionaries in India. My 
friends, Bob Jones University 
could raise its prices and 
charge more for room, board, 
tuition, and fees and just cater 
to young people with money 
and could have a full enroll- 
ment. We would not have a 
financial problem if we would 
do this; but if we did this, we 
would have a problem with our 
conscience. There are wonder- 
ful young people who wish to 
train for full-time Christian 
work—young people who do not 
have enough money to get 
through school. We do not 
want to be tempted to turn 
away these young people. If 
you Christian people will give 
us this million-follar Student 
Loan Endowment Fund, we will 
be able to help all the worthy 
applicants that we can accom- 
modate. Some of the outstand- 
ing evangelists and Christian 
workers and missionaries who 
have gone out from Bob Jones 
University could never have 
gone through school unless 
some friends had given us some 
money so we could make loans 
to these young people and let 
them work off part of these 
loans and then pay the balance 
with 10 per cent of their in- 
come after leaving school. We 
have never appealed to people 
more earnestly than we are 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


now appealing to you Christian 
people. It is imperative that 
we raise this million-dollar 
Student Loan Endowment Fund 
if we are going to be able to 
render the service that needs 
to be rendered. All of you can 
help us some. Everyone who 
reads this statement can send 
something to help us. Some of 
you can send a_= generous 
amount. Some of you cannot 
send a large amount. All of 
you can invest something. We 
believe that on the basis of 
what we are doing and what 
we have been able to accom- 
plish under God, we have a 
right to ask you Christian peo- 
ple to help us. We are not 
asking you for any help for our- 
selves. We are asking you to 
help us so we can help other 
folks so they can train for the 
service of the King. We are 
counting on you Christian peo- 
ple. Do not let us down. Send 
as large a contribution as possi- 
ble, but do not hesitate to send 
a small amount. If you cannot 
send a large amount, send 
something. We are putting on 
a campaign everywhere asking 
Christian people to pray daily 
that Bob Jones University may 
keep on keeping on giving its 


testimony and that it may 
never lose its evangelistic 
emphasis and its zeal. Our 


academic standards will stay 
all right. Our equipment is 
good. But it is easy for an 
educational institution to get 
off pitch spiritually. Bob Jones 
University is now in the best 
spiritual condition it has ever 
been, but we want it to stay 
like it is until Jesus comes 
again. We want you to keep 
praying the power down. Bob 
Jones University has reached 
the highest tide in_ spiritual 
power in its history in recent 
days, and we have had more 
letters from people who say 
they are praying for us than 
ever before. We are counting on 
you to pray for us, and we are 
counting on you to help us fi- 
nancially so we can help these 
wonderful students who cannot 
come here without some help 
and who want to come so much. 
Thank you and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, Founder 

Bob Jones University 

Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


of your publications. Some are 
still in circulation there. One 


which I especially gained much 


from was entitled Prayer—Asking 


and Receiving. 


“The men of this prison system 
are grateful for your subscrip- 
tion—frege paper—and send you 
their thanks for your help.” 

Had you thought of helping in 
this ministry? 


Catholic Credits Her Spiritual 

Growth to THE SWORD 

As you may have noticed, many 
Catholics and former Catholics 
read and enjoy THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Here is another: 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Until thirty-seven years of age 
I was a Catholic, therefore had 
no chance to read the Bible. I ac- 
cepted Christ during an evangelis- 
tic meeting of Dr. Kallenback’s, 
when they sang the wonderful] 
song, ‘Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord.’ Several] years later my hus- 
band gave me a Bible for Easter, 
but much of it was hard to un- 
derstand. I dgn’t remember where 
I saw an ad about The Sword, but 
I sent for it and have been gettirfg 
it for several years. Without it 
I would have gotten nowhere, for 
it has been a wonderful lamp to 


light the way. Your marvelous |- 


book on Prayer is my constant 
Bible companion. I have sent it to 
three or four other folks. One lit- 
tle old lady*¢@xpressed prayer as 
the ‘bell-rope to Heaven.’ .. .” 


Saved Through Reading / 


THE SWORD 

A friend in Elkhart, Indiana, 
Miss Vera Lobmiller, says: 

“. . « Want you to know that I 
was saved from reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD paper. I 
had joined a church at one time, 
but I didn’t know the first letter 
of being a Christian until reading 
your paper. I tried to tell Dr. Rice 
how much his paper and books 
had enlightened me at Goshen 
during a revival a couple of years 
ago, but the tears came and I 


could not tell him of all the grate- 


fulness I felt in my heart, nor of 
the miracles the Holy Spirit had 
wrought in comforting me during 
the late war, and He has also 
worked miracles since, in times of 
trouble. Praise -His holy Name!” 


Soldier on Guam Praises 
Sword 


“January 5, 1950 
“Guam 
“Dear Mr. Rice: 

“IT am in the Army of the Unit- 
ed States, and since I’ve been on 
Guam I have become a soldier of 
Christ. Yes, my wonderful SAV- 
1OUR has shown me the way. 
Our chaplain, Ist Lt. Akins, has 


name for a subscription for your 
wonderful paper. And let me tell 
you, there have been many times 
when all seemed dark and I was 


helped me in my work for Christ. | 
He is the one who sent in my) 


THE EDITOR'S NOTES 


An Earnest Appeal for 
Prayer 

Never in my life have I felt the 
need for prayer help as I do now. 
Those who love THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, those who love re- 
vival and those who are my 
friends are earnestly urged to 
make me and the work God has 
committed to me a daily matter 
of pleading prayer. Daily I re- 
ceive letters from people who have 
burdens and problems and who 
urge me to pray for them. I have 
been getting under these burdens 
and praying for the problems and 
needs of others for many years. 
I daily pray through a long list 
of soul winners, evangelists dear 
to God and dear to me. So I feel 

(Continued on Page 7) 


slipping away from Christ. If it 
hadn’t been for your paper I don’t 
know what terrible mistakes I 
might have made. I intend to sub- 
scribe to your glorious paper for 
as long as you publish it, which 
I hope will continue on and on 
until we are all in the kingdom 
of Heaven. 1 

“IT am from Chicago, Illinois, 
and some day I hope to witness in 
person the process of your paper. 

“After I read my paper I send 
it back home for my folks to read. 

“IT think you will be happy to 
learn that on Guam here, the 
chaplains are doing a wonderful 
job. We are seeing more boys 
saved each day. I think it would 
be nice if you would give the 
Christian chaplains a word of 
gratitude and encouragement in 
your paper. Here is a program— 
Sunday morning church services 
at the Army Chapel; Sunday night 
services at the Navy Chapel, with 
Chaplain Wiggins; Monday inight 
Bible study, Army Chapel; 
Wednesday night Bible study, Na- 
vy Chapel; Thursday night choir 
practice. So you see even on a 
little island like this Christ has 
shown His blessings, and now the 
natives are coming to Him. Oh, 
what a glorious sight to see these 
people being saved! 

“IT will have to close now as I 
know you are a very busy man 
But I had to let you know just 
how grateful we are to you and 
all the people working on THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD for put- 
ting out such a wonderful paper 
for our Saviour. I hope there is 
some way you can let each and 
every one of them know that we 
are thinking of them and praying 
for them. 

“Very gratefully yours,” 

(Signed) Pfc. James A. Nielsen 


Help On The Sermon 
Preacher—Would you appreciate helps 
in preparing sermons? We have helped 
others ; we can help you. 

The Gospel Minister prints a sermon 
outline and exposition of one page 
(8144 x 11) every week. Would 52 such 
full-page helps be worth the $2 sub- 
scription price? One pastor said one 
page was worth $2. A District Supt. 
suggests that all pastors subscribe in 
addition to their own paper. 

20 Homiletica]l Studies given free. Every 
person sending $2 for a year’s subscrip- 
tion for The Gospel Minister will re 
ceive these 20 lessons, giving the princi- 
ples of sermon preparation, and 15 
ways of outlining a sermon. Many 
other good things in the 416 pages 


each year. 
THE GOSPEL MINISTER, 
Dept. SL, Westfield, Indiana 
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Dr. Billy Graham, President Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis, in . 
center, shown shaking hands with Dr, Harold John Ockenga, pastor fam- 
ous Park Street Church, Boston and president of Fuller Seminary, Los 
Angeles, in recent great revival services at Boston, Mass. 

Others in the picture, reading from the left: Associate Evangelist 
Grady Wilson who speaks at day-time services; fourth from left, Cliff 


Barrows, dynamic song leader: extreme right, Carlton Booth, soloist. — 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


With the Evangelists 


By the Editor 


(Continued from page 1) 
da, where we trust blessed re- 
sults have attended his ministry. 


Introducing Evangelist J. H. 
Melton, Southern Baptist 
Evangelist 


Evangelist J. H. Melton of 1512 
Augusta, North Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, is being greatly blessed of 
God in revival work. Brother Mel- 
ton is a graduate of Baylor Uni- 
versity at Waco, Texas, of South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Ft. Worth. He has had 
eight years of experience in the 
pastorate though still a young 
man. His former pastorate, the 
Bethany Baptist Church, 7304 
Homestead Rd., Houston, Texas, 
sends the following word about 
him. 

“For the past eighteen months 
Rev. J. H. Melton has served Beth- 
any Baptist Church as pastor. In 
those eighteen months there have 
been 350 additions to the church, 
many of whom were added by bap- 
tism. We, the Bethany Baptist 
Church, in called conference, vot- 
ed unanimously to give him a let- 
ter to you commending him to 
this great and white field with a 
prayer that God will mightily use 
him.” 

The Baptist Pastors’ Confer- 
ence, Houston, Texas (represent- 
ing several score Baptist church- 
es), among whom Brother Mel- 
ton labored, send the following 
commendation of him. 

“This is to commend to the Bap- 
tist brotherhood our brother and 
fellow pastor, J. H. Melton, who 
is resigning his pastorate to enter 
the field of evangelism. We fee! 
that he is unusually well-qualified 
for this work, and we send him 
forth with our prayers that his 
‘gift of evangelizing may be great- 
ly used for the glory of the Lord, 
the winning of souls, and the 
building up of the churches.” 

Other fine commendations of 
Brother Melton’s ministry as an 
evangelist are sent by the fol- 
lowing. 

“T know his life, spirit and mes- 
sage will be a blessing to any 
church and pastor using him. He 
has been in varying situations 
from smallest country church to 
First Baptist Church of Galveston, 
Texas.” H. A. Elledge, Pastor, 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. 

“Fis message is Bible centered. 
He is intensely interested in win- 
ning the lost to Christ. I take 
pleasure in recommending him as 
an evangelist.” H. C. Brown, Pas- 
tor, First Baptist Church, Blythe- 


ville, Arkansas; President, Ar- 
kansas Baptist Conventiqn, 1948- 
49. 


“Brother Melton is a faithful 
preacher of the gospel and will 
bring great blessings to any 
church and community where his 


ministries can be made available.” 
Dr. B. O. Herring, President, Gol- 
den Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Berkeley, California. 


“In my humble judgment Broth- 
er J. H. (Dick) Melton, as he en- 
ters the field of evangelism, is 
taking up the work for which’ he 
is best suited and in which he can 
make his maximum contribution 
to God’s Kingdom.” Dr. Scott L. 
Tatum, Pastor, Hyde Park Bap- 
tist Church, Austin, Texas. 


Brother. Melton has fine train- 
ing, has the Southern Baptist tra- 
dition for soul winning, is an out- 
and-out-believer in the great fun- 
damentals of the faith, he gains 
the respect of honorable Bible- 
believing Christians everywhere 
he goes. This young man we 
heartily commend, to the field of 
evangelism. He will be at home in 
strong churches, he will set no 
price on his services. He is a 
friend to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD and all we stand for. 


Fuller Foundation Evangelist 
Jimmie Threlfall ‘at York, Pa. 


We are happy to have the fol- 
lowing word from Evangelist Jim- 
mie Threlfall, of Box 263, Amory, 
Mississippi. ‘We just recently 
closed a three-week campaign in 
the Fourth E. VU. B. Church in 
York, Pa. Rev. Edward W. Leech 
is pastor. God blessed in a mar- 
velous way. There were about 
thirty-six that trusted Christ as 
Saviour, at least ten definite de- 
cisions of rededication, and twelve 
young people stepped out for full- 
time Christian service should God 
call them. Praise God, for the 
power of the gospel.” 

Brother Threlfall is on the staff 
of the Fuller Evangelistic Fotn- 
dation, a graduate of Bob Jones 
University. 


Evangelist Wes Auger in 
Saltillo, Pa. Revival 


Evangelist Wes Auger sends 
word about a fine revival at Bap- 
tist Church at Saltillo, Pa., Rev. 
Richard Meyers, pastor. The house 
was crowded out night after night. 
There were thirty-two definite de- 
cisions, twenty-five of them being 
conversions and the others back- 
sliders returning to fellowship. Af- 
ter being down with a virus infec- 
tion some days, Brother Auger 
has now begun services in Hunt- 
ington, Pa. 


Evangelist Ed Nelson 
Commended Warmly by 
Pastor _— 


We have a fine letter from Pas- 
tor Charles F. Zoschke, of the 
Baptist Church of Altamont, Kan- 
sas. The editor recommended 
Evangelist Ed Nelson to carry on 
revival services which had already 
begun in that church, and the 
evangelist who began the meet- 


The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 6) 


that Bible-believing Christians 
will want to pray with me about 
some great burdens. 

1. Please Gray that God will 
send adequate help to relieve my 
burdens and give me more time 
to preach the gospel. To edit THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, super- 
vise the work of about fifty em, 
ployees at Wheaton, with others 
on the field, overseeing THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, book 
publishing, the Sword Book Club, 
Extension Department, local book 
store and the Free Literature 
Fund, is a heavy job. I know 
The Sword of the Lord Foundation 
is doing a work that God wants 
it to do. He has been sending us 
help. 

My son-in-law, Walter E. Hand- 
ford, Jr., has been acting manager 
for some months and has won- 
derfully proved himself. Now, 
God willing, he is to be installed, 
with due ceremonies, as general 
manager. Thank God for his spir- 
itual, aggressive and wise help! 
It has greatly relieved my bur- 
dens.. Mrs, Eileen Jorgensen, long 
associated with Moody Press in a 
responsible position, is now in 
charge of book manufacture and 
publishing and doing a wonderful 


work. A fine, efficient accountant, 
Stanley V. Hall, heads our book- 
keeping department and is doing 
well. Rev. Ladoit Stevens heads 
wholesale sales of books. Mrs. Clif- 
ford Clark is the remarkably faith- 
ful and efficient head of the sub- 
scription department. Miss Fairy 
Shappard is advertising manager 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and is doing fine work. Mr. Roy 
Tunstall loyally heads our ship- 
ping department. My brother, 
Evangelist Bill Rice, associate edi- 
tor, heads the Extension Depart- 
ment, bears many of the burdens 
of the Sword Conferences on 
Evangelism and is a constant ad- 
viser who greatly comforts my 
heart. My daughter, Mrs. W. E. 
Handford, Jr., as secretary and 


assistant to her husband;- has one / 


of the most important places in 
the organization. Miss Lola Mae 
Bradshaw, as assistant director of 
the Sword Book Club, runs the de- 
tails of it. My secretary, Miss 
Viola Walden, supervises several 
workers, carries heavy burdens. 
Now within a week or so I 
expect to be able to announce 
that one of the best men in the 
field of Christian promotion and 
editorial work will come to us in 
charge of Sword of the Lord cir- 
culation and business and promo- 
tion of Sword books. This will be 
(Continued on page 8) . 


ings had been compelled to go to 
another engagement. Pastor 
Zoschke writes in glowing terms 
of the earnest and prayerful and 
powerful work of our Brother Ed 
Nelson. Victory was snatched from 
defeat. Thdse who felt it unwise 
to carry on the revival were won 
over. God’s great blessing came 
on the Church. The pastor was 
greatly strengthened in his lead- 
ership over the people. Some twen- 
ty found Christ as Saviour under 
Brother Nelson’s preaching and 
soul winning work. 

In a very difficult situation 
Brother Nelson proved himself a 
Spirit-filled, prayerful and wise 
leader. He waited on God on his 
knees until the blessing came. He 
proved himself before a critical 
audience and won their respect 
and favor. God poured out His 
power and souls were saved. 

Evangelist Ed Nelson lives at 
Boulders Colorado. He is a grad- 
uate of Bob Jones University, a 
brilliant, consecrated, Spirit-filled 
and Bible-preaching evangelist. 


Evangelist Jim Mercer Greatly 
Blessed in Revivals at Mobile 
and Norfolk 


Evangelist Jim Mercer, 1222 W. 
50th St., Minneapolis, Minn., had 
an eight-day evangelistic meet- 
ing with the Mobile Gospel Taber- 
nacle. The pastor, Henry Grube, 
writes: | The eight-day evange- 
listic meeting, conducted by Evan- 
gelist Jim Mercer of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, was wonderfully bless- 
ed and honored of God. The audi- 
torium was filled to capacity at 
each service, and decisions for sal- 
vation were made in all meetings 
except two. Forty people trusted 


Christ as Lord and Saviour dur- 
ing the eight days, and hundreds 
publicly gave testimony of exper- 
iencing a genuine revival in their 
own hearts and lives.” 


Beginning i e Tabernacle in 
Norfolk, Virginia, there were six- 
ty-five souls to come forward pub- 
licly in the first services plus 
record crowds. Thank God for His 
blessings on this Spirit-filled, 
powerful evangelist. He is sound 
in doctrine, humble in spirit, a 
fervent Bible preacher who has 
blessed results. 


Pastor Commends Evangelist 
Carlyle Scott 


Rev. G. E. Presley, of Manches- 
ter, Illinois, writes of a very pro- 
fitable meeting with Evangelist 
Carlyle Scott, of 713 Whitlock 
Ave., Crawfordsville, Indiana. Un- 
der many obstacles the meeting 
started slowly, but the pastor 
says, “Then we had a real bless- 
ing from the Lord, and nineteen 
professed faith in Christ and sev- 
eral rededicated their lives.” The 
pastor continues, “I heard Brother 
Scott on your evangelistic confer- 
ence program at Cedar Lake, and 
can surely recommend him as a 
real godly preacher, with a real 
old-time message from the Word. 

“IT thought you would like to 
know about how the Lord was 
using that fine young preacher, 
and to thank you for your earnest 
effort in financing those fine con- 
ferences on evangelism. And I am 
sure at a financial cost to you.” 


Brother Carlyle Scott is cour- 
ageous, prayerful, a thrilling 
speaker, and God gives him great 
revivals. 
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Dr. Clifford Lewis at St. 
James Methodist Church, 
Florence, Alabama 


We have a happy testimony by 
Rev. S. W. Brooks, pastor of St. 
James Methodist Church, Florence, 
Alabama. He is rejoicing over a 
blessed revival] in that church re- 
cently, led by Dr. Clifford Lewis 
of Winona Lake, He says, “In all 
of my ministry, I have never scen 
the Holy Spirit work more won- 
derfully than during those two 
weeks.” 

Again the pastor says: 

“There was that old-time re- 
vival spirit that is so seldom seen 
in our churches today. It was the 
greatest revival held in our city 
in many years. The church was 
revived. Dr. Lewis preached soul- 
stirring sermons and the Holy 
Spirit caused revival fires to start 
burning in many hearts. Sinners 
were saved, backsliders reclaimed 
and Christians uplifted. ° 

“We have a record of 33 souls 
saved and 29 persons who made 
a rededication. A number of family 
altars were started. Several peo- 
ple started a systematic study of 
the Bible. On the: closing night 
the altar was filled with over 
three long rows of young people 
who surrendered for full-time 
service as they sang, ‘Where He 
Leads Me, I Will Follow’.” 


Moody Monthly 
on Dr. Chafer’s 
Systematic 
Theology 


In the January Moody Month- 
ly Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, Dean 
of Education at Moody Bible b- 
stitute, writes a full page review 
of Dr. Chafer’s Systematic Theo- 
logy and we would like to give 
our readers a condensation of the 
kindly and scholarly review by 
Dr. Coder. 

Dr. Coder first is pleased that 
now an extensive systematic theo- 
logy has been written from the 
premillennial viewpoint. Dr, Co- 
der rejoices that these 8 volumes 
are really ‘unabridged, premil- 
lennial, dispensational,” says that 
the interpretation of the Scrip- 
ture is literal and says that a 
study of them is heart-warming 
and informative. 

However, it is noteworthy that 
in two-thirds of«the page review, 
the MOODY MONTHLY differs 
with Dr. Chafer or criticises the 
work, 

First, there is Dr. Chafer’s slap 
at Bible Institutes: “Bible insti- 
tutes may teach lay workers the 
Bible, but it is the prerogative of 
the theological seminary to pro- 
duce authoritative and accurate 
exegetical expositors of the Scrip- 
tures.” Dr. Chafer says that while 
Bible institutes may teach lay 
workers, only theological semi- 
naries can produce good Bible 
expositors. I wish we could quote 
the fine defense of the Bible 
institutes by Dr. Coder. Thank 
God for the 150 Bible institutes 
in America, for.the tens of thou- 
sands of preachers and mission- 
aries, true-to-the Bible preachers 
and teachers produced by the 
Bible Institutes. Dr. Coder well 
says that the Bible institute has 
returned to the Bible itself as the 
core of its teaching, while semi- 
naries have often gone on in a 
cold, narrow, traditional curricu- 
lum. 

Dr. Coder calls it one of the 
peculiarities of Dr. Chafer’s work 
that he rarely gives. original 
sources. 

The review in MOODY 
MONTHLY makes special note 
that on the doctrine of Hades 
Br. Chafer quotes and approves 
Dr. E. W. Bullinger, the late ul- 
tradispensational teacher of Eng- 
land, disagreeing with the posi- 
tion of Dr. James M. Gray and 
so gives a weapon to those who 
accuse Dr. Chafer “of an ex- 
treme dispensational viewpoint.” 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


ee RICE 


THE PRAYER MEETING FOR SAM JONES 


Sam Jones was one of the great- | 
est preachers of his day. He was’ 


a very ordinary circuit-riding 
Methodist preacher until God 
showed him one day, through the 
preaching of another, that a 
preacher gis not a vassal, not a 
slave, but a “king and his throne 
is the pulpit.” After that he was 
a changed man. He preached hard 
against sin, calling it by name 
whether it was dancing, drinking, 
gambling or something else and 
whether in or out of the churches. 
Undoubtedly he was one of the 
most fearless, sin-fighting evan- 
gelists America has ever produced. 
In reading his sermons I am im- 
pressed by the fact that he would 
not only fearlessly denounce some 
particular sin in a sermon but 
would then ask those who con- 
fessed they were guilty of the sin 
he was preaching about to come 
forward to confess and forsake 
this sin. Evidently he preached the 
truth in love and in the power of 
the Holy Spirit for thousands re- 
sponded to his invitations to turn 
from sin to the Saviour, and many 
backsliders were restored. 
Pastors, however, were some- 
times offended with the evangel- 
ist. He made absolutely nothing of 
education, would not tolerate 
stiffness or formality but was 
definitely informal both in and 
out of the pulpit, was blunt and 
almost uncouth in his preaching, 
direct and child-like in his pray- 
ing and somewhat sensational in 
his methods. Highly educated and 
very dignified ministers were es- 
pecially prone to feel Mr. Jones 
definitely lacked tact and finesse. 
It was the late Dr, Will Hough- 
ton who told me of the prayer 
meeting conducted by a group of 
pastors for Brother Sam. He was 
conducting a city-wide revival 
campaign where great crowds 
were attending and many of the 
unsaved were turning to Christ. 
But there was wide-spread dis- 


Dr. Coder notes several of the 
ultradispensational teachings of 
Dr. Chafer, including particular- 
ly Dr. Chafer’s teaching that the 
Sermon on the Mount, including 
the Lord’s Prayer, is not for us 
today. 


satisfaction on the part of many 
of the coaperating pastors. They 
felt the evangelist ought not to 
preach “negative” sermons—ser- 
mons against sin—but ought. to 
preach more on love, And they felt 
he ought to be more dignified, use 
more tact, etc. So the pastors 
secretly agreed to meet one after- 
noon to pray for their evangelist. 

Quite by chance Sam Jones 
came in about the middle of the 
prayer meeting. He had been out 
calling, and happening to drive by 
the tabernacle, was overjoyed to 
find a group of ministers conduct- 
ing a prayer meeting. Of course 
he went in and quietly slipped to 
his knees in their midst. It didn’t 
take long for him to discover he 
was the object of their prayers! 
“O Lord, help Brother Jones to 
use more tact,” prayed one man. 
“Help him to be more dignified 
in the pulpit,” prayed another. 
‘Change his mannerisms,” be- 
sought another. “Give him more 
respect for the clergy,” asked an- 
other. Every man who prayed 
asked that Sam Jones’ ministry 
be changed. “Take away this and 
give him that” seemed to be the 
theme. 

It was not until the last one 
had prayed that they knew of 
Jones’ presence. That was when 
he began to pray, “Lord, I hope 
you won’t listen to a one of these 
preachers. They don’t. preach 
against sin, they don’t visit from 
door-to-door, they don’t weep over 
sinners and they don’t win souls. 
And they want You to change me 
until I’m just like them! O Lord, 
help these preachers to have 
enough sense to realize that If 
You were to answer their prayers 
I would be just as worthless and 
no-account as they are! I’d be too 
lazy to work, too! I’d be afraid to 
fight sin and too cold to cry over 
sinners and too indifferent to win 
souls! Please, God, don’t make me 
like any of these. fellers!” @ 

A group of very sheepish and 
subdued preachers listened as the 
evangelist went on to pray for a . 
great sweeping revival there, a 
prayer that God answered. 

Same Jones was indeed a king, 
and the pulpit was his throne. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, Feb. 17, 1950 


The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 7) 


in answer to long and fervent 
prayer. God is giving us help as 
the burdens increase. 

But we still have a very great 
need. I must have a good revival 
advance man, or a strong man to 
be head of the whole Extension 
Department, which perhaps should 
include some Sword staff evan- 
gelists on the field, and film 
evangelists and advance work in 
my revivals, in Bill’s and for other 
evangelists officially connected 
with THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. He would have to have 
helpers. 


I have no doubt in the world 
that God wanted me to establish 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Sword Book Club, Free Literature 
Fund, etc. I have felt God’s ap- 
proval, leadership and blessing all 
along. The impact we have made 
for revival and soul winning and 
for the fundamentals of the-faith 
through these agencies has been 
tremendous, I have great peace 
about that. Yet I know that I am 
called to be a preacher and evan- 
gelist. I must give most of my 
time to revival campaigns. I must 
preach over the radio. And I 
know that with proper advance 
work and with enough freedom 
from other burdens I could win 
many, many more souls than I 
have won in the last few years. 
Like the apostles at Jerusalem, 
I feel that I must have helpers 
full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom whom we may appoint over 
this business so I can give myself 
to prayer and the ministry of the 
Word. I can edit THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, but I ought not to 
have to do the business manage- 
ment, promotion and circulation. 
I can preach in blessed revival 
campaigns, and I have many more 
invitations than I can accept, but 
I ought not to have to do the ad- 
vertising and work and promotion 
in these campaigns. With all my 
heart I ask those who love evan- 
gelism and revival to pray that 
God will send adequate help and 
that my ministry may thus be 
greatly enlarged in the coming 
year and all the years ahead. 

2. I will mention second a matter 
that is of even more importance. 
I long to be utterly and complete- 
ly filled and overwhelmed with the 
Holy Spirit. I want to speak with 
apostolic boldness and convicting 
and saving power. I want to be so 
obviously mastered and anointed 
by the Holy Spirit that my minis- 
try will be sufficient for any city, 
under any circumstances, where 
God needs a mah. I am convinced 
that nothing in the world is so 
needed in my own life and the life 
of other evangelists as a new, 
overwhelming baptism of the Holy 
Spirit by which I do not mean 
sinless perfection nor talking in 
tongues, but the _ soul-winning 
power of Moody and Finney and 
Torrey. I earnestly plead with 
those who love THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and love revival and 


~ my own friends to pray daily for 


me, that I may be filled with al) 
the fullness of God. 


3. Will you pray that all the 
agencies of The Sword of the 
Lord Foundation may have new 
blessing and power. May THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, going 
into over 75,000 homes weekly, 
turn many to Christ, set thou- 
sands to winning souls and stir 
revival fires everywhere it goes 
in eighty-one countries. We are 
sending free literature to Japan, 
the Philippine Islands, to Europe 
and all: over America. With suf- 
ficient help and means we ought 
to reach millions with the gospel 
in Spanish and other languages. 
Pray that God will send the work- 
ers and the means and the spirit- 
ual wisdom. 


The Sword Book Club and the 
Extension Department are doing 
great good, but at present are 
not paying their own expenses. 
Wiil- you pray that they may be 
wisely enlarged and promoted so 
as not only to do far more good 
but to make expenses while get- 
ting out the gospel? 

If “many of you will write to 
tell me that you will pray daily 
for pme and this work I shall be 


deeply grateful and I know that 


God will reward you. Write to me 
at Wheaton. I will keep your name 
in a separate file and depend up- 


on your prayers. 


/ 


A UNIQUE MINISTRY! 


Sword of the Lord Publishers have been something of 
a pioneer in the field of Christian literature. Publishing 
largely the works of Dr. John R. Rice, they have specialized 
in revival literature—sermons with a two-fold purpose: they 
show Christians what is wrong with their lives, convicting - 
of sin, remaking lives and calling to new consecration and 
holiness; and they:are powerful in their tender appeal to 
sinners, their sharp denunciation of sin and warning of 
judgment to come, their demand for immediate decision. 

It has been common belief that people would not read 
sermons; that what reaches people in the spoken word is 
not effective in print. Thousands of letters, literally hun- 


dreds of them containing signed professions of faith in 


Christ, have proved that this 


is wrong. That people—sinners 


and Christians alike—will not only read a fervent gospel 


message, but will find their 


hearts moved within them by 


the Spirit of God, and will act on it. 


So, with this certainty, 


we have joyously continued to 


get out millions of pages of revival reading—messages that 
“bless and burn and challenge mightily,” that “‘reprove, 
rebuke,and exhort.” Christian leaders agree that they 
should be in every home in the land, every church library, 


every pastor’s study. When 


these books are given, loaned, 


read prayerfully, God works mightily in hearts and lives! 


he 
Scarlet Sin 


AND OTHER REVIVAL 
SERMONS 


Book of 12 Most Popular Ser- 
mons by Evangelist John R. 
Rice Taken Down Word for 
Word as Given Before Great 
Audiences All Over America. 


These twelve messages were 
given before great congregations. 
Several were preached in the union 
campaign in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
the public Music Hall, with some 
ninety churches and Christian or- 
ganizations cooperating. Others 
were preached in Spokane, Seattle, 
Dallas, etc. Their distinctive fea- 
ture is that they were taken down 
word for word by rapid steno- 
graphers or on dictating machines 
and are here given with the warm 
breath of revival in them, as 
heard by thousands, in services 
where hundreds were converted. 


There are 254 large pages. It is 
a beautiful and distinctive gift, a 
book to be treasured by ministers, 
a stirring book for young people, 
a book that lost sinners will read 
with deep interest because of its 
beauty and the striking sermon 
topics. Bound in maroon cloth, 
stamped in gold, wrapped in a 
jacket printed in scarlet and black. 
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Here are the Twelve Sermon Titles 

1. The Scarlet Sin and the Roads 
That Lead to It. 

2. All of Satan's Apples Have Worms. 

3. The Four Biggest Fools in Town. 


. Why God Hardened Pharaoh's 
Heart.. 


5. The Unpardonable Sin. 
6. The Worth of a Soul. 
7. A One-Man Salvation. 
8. Peter and Jesus. 


9. An Old-Fashioned, 
Heaven Revival. 


10. The Unvarying God. 
. The Fullness of the Spirit, 


12. Spectators in the Heavenly 
Grandstand. 
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This Volume 


Postpaid, Only $2.00 
SWORD * 


Reproves, Rebukes and Exhorts 


CHRISTIAN LEADERS SAY: 


“Here is evangelistic preaching 
with all the fine passion, humor 
and drama of Dwight Moody.”— 
CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


“Hvery chapter is eminently 
worthwhile... Without any reser- 
vation I recommend it wnhesitat- 
ingly to every one everywhere.” 
—Dr. HYMAN APPELMAN. 


“The most powerful exposures 
of the most common and deadly 
sins among professing Christians 
everywhere today that I have 
read or heard.”—DrR. JOE HENRY 
HANKINS, powerful Southern evan- 
gelist. 


“I do not know when I have 
read a book with more interest.” 
—Dr. W. W. MELTON, Gen. Sec’y 
Baptist General Convention of 
Texas. 


This book is written attractively, fine for 
young people. Teen-agers and others will 
read it with interest and eternal profit. 

There are twelve chapters in this big 
book—253 pages, many hours of revival 


$2.00 


preaching, at the low 
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The Ruin of a 
Christian 


A book with a startling 
title! It is a startling kind of 
preaching, too—messages that 
“reprove, rebuke, exhort with 


all longsuffering and doc- 


trine.’’ 


Dr. Rice has long been recog- 
nized as outstanding in his preach- 
ing to Christians. He has a way of 
getting to the heart of the matter, 
of calling black, black, and white, 
white—a way of arousing, stirring, 
and moving Christians who have 
been careless. Those who are 
saved but not active, who are 
“resting on their oars” when they 
should be “bringing in the sheav- 
es’—such Christians are the ones 
who need this book. 


“What Is This? 


A book of-- 


‘Let us open and see 


musty sermons? A leftover when the best sellers. 
have been handed out to a periodical reviewer? 


“Here are eleven selected evangelistic mes- 
sages, every one frank and keen as the ‘Sword 
of the Lord’ in probing the sins of the human heart 


and the ‘Skeletons in the Closet,’ and every one 
presenting CHRIST in all His matchless com- 


passion for the sinner. 


“But wait! Dr. Rice knows the 
Word of GOD, and he knows men. 
He points to the minister, the 
church member, the self-satisfied 
Christian—to you and me. We may 
deceive man, but We can’t deceive 
GOD. We know we have sinned, and 
so does GOD! JESUS suffered and 
died for our sins. HE offers the only 
way out: confession, repentance and 


a new birth. 


You will spend hours over these 
messages when the ‘best sellers’ 
have been forgotten. You will want 
to return to GOD’S Word. You will 
be brought close up to Calvary’s 


cross and personal responsibility to 1yl pages of re- 
GOD. You will want to answer the yiyal tears, glory 


author’s repeated invitation to con- 
secration. And you will want to read more in- 


and blessing; . 11 


pag! messages from this sincere servant of reatly-used evan- 


So writes Albert Chas. ertoae Philadelphia, in com- 


* menting on Dr. John R. Rice 


gelistic sermons 


$1.50 
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Sixteen thrilling sermons to the unsaved. 


Sixteen of Dr. Rice’s most wide- 
ly used messages. 
moves the heart. Much Scripture, 
many illustrations, tender appeal. 
These messages have been used all 


=. over America in saving thousands. 


be saved. 


many years. 


friends. Price for 216 
large pages, only 


REVIVAL APPEALS 


Blesses and 


Here are sermons to teach you 
how to win souls and to impress 
on your heart the seriousness of 
keeping people out of Hell. Many 
Christians will doubtless put this 
book in the hands of loved ones 
and friends who will read it and 
perhaps through these messages 


One of the best bargains of 
all the books we publish. Here 
bia| you can get sixteen sermons 
= |for $1.50—less than 10c each 

>|—in permanent library form. 


This book is attractively bound | 
in red: cloth, with the title and 
author’s autograph stamped in 
gold. It is a book of old-fashioned 
sermons in an up-to-date dress, 
lovely enough to give as a present, 
and sturdy enough to stand in- 
tensive study and handling for 


Order one for the good of your 
own heart, and several for unsaved 


$1.50 
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4 beautiful Volumes, 914 
pages of heart-throbbing, 
Scripture-packed revival 


messages for onl 
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